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consgiderably increased by the end of the month,
when the annual tax of £2 15s. will become due.
Many dogs have been disposed of by the Anij.
mal Welfare League and by private veterinary
surgeons in addition to the foregoing.

Queensland ~—The Emerald Shire Council last
month decided to impose a registration fee
of £3 5&. on Alsatian dogs. Any dog mnot regis-
tered is to be destroyed and the owner prosc-
cuted.

We are not asking for anything more drastie
than is found in the other States, with the
exeeption of South Amstralia. If the same
precantions were taken in South Australia,
we would have no need to worry. No great
hardship is entailed by this Bill, which
means that lovers of Alsatians will have to
leave them until they reach the age of three
months before they bring them into Western
Australia. That is the only extra hardship
we are imposing upon people. It ig vitally
necessary for sheep owners that a measure
of this kind should be passed. Mr. Holmes
suggested that we should exclude these dogs
altogether. T would like to see that done,
but think it might be a little too drastic. I
trust I have said enough to convince mem-
bers of the desirability of passing the mea-
sure. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by the Chief Secretary, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 6.12 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS,
Institute for Collie.

Mr. WILSON asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, What is the position in regard
to the proposed construction of a railway
institate at Collic? 2, Can he state the
probable date when the building of the in-
stitute will he procceded with?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, The matter is being considered in
connection with the loan proposals for the
curvent year. 2, No.

QUESTION—NORTH-WEST CATTLE.
Transport to Goldfields: Precautions.

My. BOYLE asked the Minister for Agri-
culture: 1, Is he .aware that North-West
eattle, consigned to the goldfields and being:
sent through Merredin on the hoof by train,
are detrained &t Merredin into stock yards
used by other stock, and watered there, be-
fore resuming the journey to the goldfields?
2, In view of the public danger resultant
from this practice, will he order that these
cattle be slaughtered at port of entry and
conveyed to their ultimate destination on
hooks?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied : 1, Cattle are allowed to be unloaded
only under special ecircumstances, such
as when they are sick or get down. Loading
is then permitted under the supervision of
a health inspector or police officer at any
station where facilities are available. 2,
Under the conditions set out, the Chief In-
gpector of Stock advises there is no risk of
infection spreading locally.
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QUESTION—MILX AS FOOD.
Medical Officers’ Opinions.

Mr. SLEEMAN asked the Minister for
Health: 1, Has his attention been drawn to
an article in the “West Australian” of Mon-
day, the 26th September, entitled “Milk as
a food”? 2, If so, will he advise the House
of his medical officers’ opinions on the
article?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, The Commissioner of
Public Health states that the facts set out in
the article are substantially correct, but
since the introduction of more hygienic
methods of milk handling and pasteurisa-
tion the dangers mentioned in the artiele
have been markedly reduced in all countries.
A detailed disenssion of the questions raised
in the article would necessitate & report of
eonsiderable length which eannot be sup-
plied without longer notice. Some of the
statements are still controversial.

QUESTION—ELECTRICITY SUPPLY.

Ezxtension to Riverton,

Mr. CROSS asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, Has a request been made to extend
electricity supplies to Riverton, including
Riley-road? 2, Has an estimate of the pro-
posed extension heen prepared? 3, If so,
what is the estimated cost? 4, Will he give
consideration to making the Riverton exten-
sion.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, Yes. 3, £580. 4, This
proposition will be considered in conjune-
tion with other proposals in hand.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1938-39,
In Commiltiee of Supply.

Resumed from the 27th September. Mr.
Sleeman in the Chair.

Vote—Agriculitire, £110,100:

HON. P. D. FERGUSON (Irwin-Moore)
[4.36]: The Estimates of the Department
of Agriculture show an increase over last
year's expenditure of some £6,000 or £7,000,
including, of course, expenditure on Muresk
College. Probably mest of the increase ve-
lates to that college, and is due to the
greater activities in conneetion with ex-
tended facilities for study of the dairying
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side of the agricultural indusiry at that
institution. In a country predominantly
agricultural in its outlock, any expenditure
ineurred by the State in encouraging the
varions phases of the industry is amply war-
ranted. 1 could wish that the State was in
a position to place at the dispoesal of the
Minister for Agrienlture an even greater
sum than is here proposed. Undoubtedly
the agrienltural industry and the State gen-
erally have heen well served hy the Depart.
ment of Agrieultnre for very many years
past.  All the officers are keen on their jobs,
and are doing their utmost to nssist men
who try to wrest a living from the soil.
Unfortunately the outlook for the season is
not wholly eneouraging. Figures quoted by
the Minister for Agriculture, when introduc-
ing his Estimates, as to losses sustained by
the pastoral industry imply a tremendous set-
back for that indusiry. Even after we re-
turn to a period of good seasons—which we
have every right to expect after so many
bad ones—it will take a long time for our
pastoralists to re-stock their holdings and
bring them up to anything like the num.
bers they earried prior to the drought. In
addition, it is doubtful whether finance will
he available for those pastoralists to embark
upon the purehase and breeding of stock of
the same standard as they ran previously.
For many years most of the profits of the
pastoral industry were put back into im-
provements of the holdings and the raising
of the standard of sheep. So much money
was spent in this direetion that the wool-
cutting eapacity of sheep was increased a
hundredfold during comparatively few
years. It will take quite a Iot of money to
bring our flocks up to anything like the
standard that obtained prior to this unfor
tunate drought. Those who are engaged in
that section of the industry will therefore
be entitled to all the sympathetic considera-
tion the Government can give them.

As regards the agricultural industry also,
the season so far has been somewhat indif-
ferent. In the early stages of the season
grave concern was ecaused to our farmers,
our wheatgrowers and our sheep-raisers by
the low rainfall; hut, buoyed up by the be-
lief that Western Australia’s seasons in the
agricultural districts were always reliable,
more veliable than the seasons in any
of the other States, we all felt that
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sooner or later there would be a good
downpour and that some of our worst

troubles would become things of the past.
At this stage of the season, September, we
bave no right to expeet heavy downfalis of
rain. Unfortunately, there is no reserve of
moisture in the soil. The crops have used up
all the rain that has fallen, and so sufficient
moisture is not left in the soil in very many
districts properly to mature the wheat
crops. I am afraid the estimate of the wheat
yvield will not be realised. The early sown
crops are doing well; but during the sced-
ing scason a dry spell oceurred and the
crops that were planted when the next raius
fell are in most distriets a total failuve. The
outlook for the wheat industry is therefore
not bright. The average yield will not he
up to normal and, with prices at the present
low ebb. the outlook is indeed discouraging.
Much coneern is being felt by people in
stock-carrying districts because their water
supply, even at this period of the year, is
insufficient. In many districts dams are not
full: and in every district underground
water supplies have not been replenished.
In some places I know of, wells are at a
lower level now than they usually are in
the months of March and April. Members
will therefore realise the diffieult time fae-
ing the producers who depend upon under-
ground.sourccs of water supply for their
stock during the sammer months.

I desire briefly to make reference to some
officers of the Department of Agrieulture
whose serviecs have reeently been lost to
the State—Dr. Sutton, My, Pittman, the
Plant Pathologist, and Mr. Hughes, princi-
pal of the Muresk Agrienltural College.
These three officials have rvendered excellent
service to Western Australia, tbe Director
of Agriculture, Dr. Sutton, while in charge
of the department; the Plant Pathologist in
his particular branch; and Mr. Hughes, the
first prineipal of the Muresk Agrieultural
College. In my opinion, Mr. Hughes has
done wonderfully good work. He has sue-
ceeded in impressing upon the students of
the college the duty that devolves upon them
in return for the State’s help in equipping
them for their job in life. Very few men
could have achieved what Mr. Hughes has
done in that respeet. One has only to meet
an ex-student of the Muresk Agricultural
College to verify what I have said. I do not
Imow the newly-appointed principal of the
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college, but I express the hope that his work
will prove as satisfactory as did that of his
predecessor.

One branch of the viticuléural industry is
experiencing a very difficult time, although
it may not be regarded as of very great im-
portance. It nevertheless is rendering a
very useful service to the State. I refer to
that seetion of the viticultural industry
which is engaged in wine making. The dried
fruits scetion of the viticultural industry
has been placed on a satisfactory basis, due
mainly to the beneficial effects of marketing
legislation. I say this notwithstanding the
discussion on marketing legislation that took
plaee in this House last night. The pro-
ducers of dried fruits are at present on a
good wicket, Those engaged in the wine-
making industry, however, are experiencing
a lean time. Not many producers are en-
gaged in the industry and they do not pro-
duee sufficient of their commeodity to supply
the requirements of the State, but they are
faced with very severe eompetition by the
wine makers of the other States. The sur-
plus wine produced in the other States has
to he exported overscas, although the prices
received for it are not partienlarly remun-
erative. The result is that the wine makers
in the Eastern States ave dumping their
commodity in Western Australia and selling
it at an cextremely low price, but not lower
than the export parity. Thev are selling
wine at priees with which our local wine
makers eannot hope to compete. The cost
of production in Western Aunstralia is higher
than it is in the other States, particularly
South Australia and New South Wales, from
which States this imported wine comes. The
Government of the day should give some
consideration to protecting this section of
the vitienltural industry.  Unfortunately,
some wine makers are extending the
area under cultivation. T am afraid they
do mnof appreciate the danger to the
indastry from over-produetion. Tneresased
production of this commodity ean only
enhanee the difficulties of those alveady en-
zaged in the industry. Those who are plant-
ing further areas to-day cannot hope to make
a finaneial suceess.

I propose next to refer to the dairying
industry. This is now on a very satisfae-
tory basis, doe to two causes, the price of
butter fat on the world market and the
benefit of organised marketing. T dare say
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this section of the agricultural industry is
probably in a move satisfactory position
than is any other phase of the industry. Side
by side with the dairring industry ranks
the fat-lamb raising industry. If there is
to be an upset in world conditions, our ecal-
culations may be upset, too; but a genuine
attempt has been made by lamb raisers in
Western Anstralia to place upon the mar-
kets of the Old Country a fat lamb that wil
appeal to the consumers there. T helieve
that attempt has proved an ungnalified sne-
cess. The fat lamb raized in Westorn Aus-
tralia to-day ranks amongst the very hest
on the Smithfeld market. That i< largely
due to the faer that enterprising persons in
Western Australia were hrave enough to in-
vest money in stud flocks, partienlarly of the
Southdown breed. Those persons have made
available rams of high quality to our lamb
raisers. Other persons have imporied stad
sheep from the Eastern States, but some
of the very best have been produced in
Western Australia. Our lamb raisers have
aiso heen ah'c to seleet a snitable type of
crosshred cewe. The resultant progeny has
been what wa ave partienlarly neowd of on
the overscas market. onr fai lambs. Those
stud hreeders deserve every encouragement
from the Government because they perform
a very useful eervicee The Fremantle
freezers are to-day working fo capacity. I
was informed recently that no one could
book space at the freezers at the present
time hecaunse they were working to their
fullest. capacity. It is very satislactory to
note that the CGovernment has gone to the
assistanee of the freezing company by fur-
nishing additional finance for it to provide
tor inereased killing facilities with a view
to coping with the considerable extension
that is taking place in fai lamb production.
Further increased production  will  take
piace in the near future and it will be neces-
sary again te cxtend the killing facilities at
the Fremantle freezers. The =ame applies
to Albany, where a considerahle increase in
fat lamb prodnetion must take place. T had
an opportunity not long ago of seeing the
hinterland of Albany and of running through
to the Esperance distriet, and in my opinion
huge areas of that countrv arve capable of
producing cxcellent lambs, The market= of
the world would appear to be capahle of
eonsuming additional quantities and if there
is any part of Western Anstratia likely to
be ahle to provide fat lambs in large num-
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hers, it is that part that lies along our seuth
coast. That particular country is capable
of vroducing all sorts of fodders necessary
for the production of high-class lambs, and
for the maintenance of the mothers of the
lambs in the very best of condition all the
vear round; and that, as anv practical
sheep man knows, is essential if satisfae-
tory export lamhs are to be produeed. Tt
is not generally recognized that on the south
coast there is a regular rainfail for 11
months out of the 12.  With such a rain-
flall as that, wc should et allow <o
many millions of acres to lie idle as
they are at preseat. T look forward
ta the time when that country will he de-
veloped and when Western Australia will
got the benefit of the inereased produetion.
We saw some wonderful results of the 11
months’ rainfall while we were at Esperanee,
Although it diminishes g little to the east of
Esperance, beyond Esperance there is a re-
enlar rvainfall for 11 months of the year
and most of the country ean be utilised for
stock production.

I was interested to hear the Minister's re-
marks vegarding Jlocusts, which are genme-
rally known throushout the wheat belt as
hoppers. 1 notice ihat the amount pro-
posed to be expended in dealing with the
pest this year ix moch less than that ex-
pended last vear: but T am hoping, judging
from the absence of hoppers in many dis-
triets so far this year, that even the amount
estimated will not he required. However, it
is ossential that the officers of the depart-
ment shonld alwaxs be on the alert so that
when loeusts do make their appearance they
may be dealt with. T should like an assur-
ance from the JMinister that this will bhe
done, because T notieed that in a reply to a
deputation that waited npon the Minister
for Lands, that Minister said that grasshop-
pers had now been_derlared vermin. The
eradication of most vermin is regarded as a
jobh for the local vermin boards, but T hope
that the Minister does not intend to shift
on to the loeal governing hodies the responsi-
hility of dealing with grasshoppers, becanse
their finanee is already insnfficient to en-
able them to cope with other pests,

The Minister for Agriculture: Would you
say we have been unreasonahle?

Hon. P. D. FERGUSOXN: The hoppers
have not made their appearance yet. It is
only a month sinee they were declared
vermin,
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The Minister for Agrieulture: Would you
say that we have been unreasonable in the
past?

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: No. I com-
mend the Minister for what was done last
year. Nothing is further from my mind
than to suggest that he will be unreasonsble.

The Minister for Agriculture: Would you
be satisfied if T assured you that the same
aftention will be paid to the matter as was
paid last year?

Hon, P. . FERGUSON: No, because
only half the amount provided last year
is being allocated this year.

The Minister for Agriculture: That is
wrong.

Hon. P. . FERGUSON: If it becomes
necessary for the same work to be done this
year as was done last year—though I hope
it will not—insufficient money has been pro-
vided on the Estimates.

The Minister for Agriculture: Not five
per cent. is available outside of what is pro-
vided by the Government.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: I am not argu-
ing on those lines. What I say is that the
estimate this year is considerably reduced as
compared with the expenditure last year.

The Minister for Agriculture: There is
not the same necessity.

Hon, P. D. FERGUSON: I hope it will
not be necessary for the Minister to spend
the amount provided on the Estimates.
Although the hoppers have made their ap-
pearance in some of the northern distriets
and the eastern areas, T think that in view
of the fact that we have reached this stage of
the season, the pest is not likely to be nearly
ns extensive as it was last year. At any
rate, T am hoping that will be so. The point
is that T do not want the fact that the hop-
pers have heen declared vermin to provide
an opportunity for the Government to say
to the local governing authorities, “This is
to he more your pigeon than it has been in
the past when grasshoppers were not de-
clared vermin” The pest should be con-
trolled hy the Government. Of such Aus-
tralia-wide importance is it, that T rezard it
as onc of those problems in the solution of
which the Government might very legiti-
mately seck the assistance of the Federal
authorities,

The Minister for Agriculture: “Seek the
assistance!”’ 7T am glad you used the word
"SF?k."
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Hon, P. D, FERGUSON: You will not
geb anything unless you do seek it. Will it
be possible for the Minister to give the
House some information as to the possi-
bility of increasing the number of veterin-
ary surgeons in the department?! I am
aware of the difficulty that exists. I know
the scarcity of veterinary surgeons through-
out Australia, but Australia is not the only
place where there arc veterinary surgeons;
and such good work has becn done by the
veterinarians of the Department of Agricul-
ture, that I think therc arve few, if any,
matters that could more beneficially
engage the attention of the Minister than
that of inereasing the number of veterinary
surgeons in this State. A demand for their
services exXists in many parts of the State.
The work they have performed has been
appreciated by settlers throughout the
length and breadth of the country, and par-
ticularly does this apply to the work of
those who have been engaged on the seienti-
fic investigation of some of our stock
diseases. In this connection I would refer
to the activities of Dr. Bennetts and those
associated with him in relation te Gingin
rickets, toxic paralysis, braxy-like disease,
wasting disease at Denmark and the falling
disease which is making considerable inroads
on some cattle of the South-West. Won-
derful suceess has been achieved by Dr. Ben-
netts, who has been engaged in scientifie
investigation of those diseases, and the re-
sult has been the saving of many hundreds
of thousands of pounds to the stock-raisers
of this State, who greatly appreciate what
has been done. I would have liked the
Minister to tell the Committee of the tan-
gible way in which the stock-raisers a little
north of Perth recognised Dr. Bennetts's
serviees in investigating Gingin vickets in
lambs. Stock owners there appreciated his
work so much that they made him a hand-
some presentation in the form of a cheque,
which, if it were made publie, would indicate
the value they place upon the services of
this official, There are many other diseases
that are not quite as bad as those I have
mentioned that reguire further investiga-
tion; the best place to investigate them is
here in our midst, and the best officers are
our own officers of the Department of Agri-
enlture. If it is possible I should like to
see some further expenditure in this diree-
tion beeause there is nmple scope for the
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encrgies of additional veterinary officers.
There is only one matter that is required at
this stage other than a pood fall of rain,
and that is the provision of ample markets
for our commodities. If, however, I attempt
to diseuss that guestion, you, Mr, Chairman,
will say that it does mot come under the
Vote now being considered. 1 express the
hope that the Government will use some of
ifs energies, as has already been done, in re-
spect of the recent visit to the Near East
just carried out by the Minister for Agricul-
ture, and endeavour to find further markets,
and so inerease the number already avail-
able to our producers. There is no doubt
that with the inereased use of superphos-
phate additional areas will be brought under
cultivation by means of the planting of snb-
terrancan e¢lover. This will probably be
most marked from the point of view of fat
lamb raising and dairying, both of which
industries should expand by leaps and
bounds. A few yvears ago we were led to
believe that subterranean elover would not
thrive north of Perth. To-day we have it

Dr iy
Northampton. That means that a huge area
of country between Northampton and that
part of the State that we thoughf was the
limit where subterranean clover would grow,
will have its stock carrying capacity in-
creased to a considerable extenf. On both
sides of the Midland railway line every far-
mer is doing his utmost to grow the clover,
and speaking from my own experience, 1
have found that the early varieties of the
clover give promise of yielding salisfactory
results. Thus with the promise of that in-
erease it is necessary that we should have,
more than anything else, additional markets
for our commodities. @iven those markets,
the men on the land will do their best, pro-
vided, of course, they can be assured of a
reasonable return for their labour.

cnfiafn AL-.-...I-‘-
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MR. WABRNER (Mount Marshall) [5.4]:
The hon. member who has just resumed his
seat has covered most of the ground that T
intended to toneh npon, and to that extent
he will save me from repeating what he has
said. T realise that the Department of Agri-
enlture has spent a considerable sum of
money on the work of desiroying locusts in
the past year or two. Lasi year the Esti-
mates contained a provision for the expendi-
ture of £12,000, while actually £21,160 was
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spent. This vear the Vote is £11,000, a ve-
duction of £10,160. I should like to ask the
Minister whether the amount in this vear's
Estimates is intended to cover any of the ex-
penditure up to the 30th June last ineurred
in the way of breaking up land. I am
aware that a good deal of money has been
gspent in that direction. Some road boards
have spent all that they had available on
the destruction of locusts, and unless they
ean get further assistance they wili not be
ahle to eontinue the good work upon whieh
they started at the beginning of the year.
There is no doubt that grasshoppers were
more numerous than was ever expeeted;
they werc spread over big areas. It would
seem that quite a lot will still have to be done
this year if we are to prevent the further
spread of the pest. Will the Minister advise
whether he will use his best endeavours to
carry out this work if the road boards find
that they are not able to finance any furthe
work in that direction; or will he agree to
go to their assistance in preventing the
spread of the locust? The number of road
bonrds interested in the work this year will
he double the number of last year. I should
like to have this information from the Min-
ister,

MRS, CARDELL-OLIVER (Subiaco)
f5.6]: I should like to have an assurance
from the Minister that he will make provi-
sion for the supply of milk for under
nourished children in the schools. As the
AMipister already knows, in some areas, fully
a fourth of the number of school children
are very under-nourished.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member will
be able to diseuss that matter nnder the nexi
Vote—Education.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: Bui we al
ways go lo the Minister for Agriculture
when we require information on this subject.

The CHAIRMAN: The question can be
raised under the Education Vote, which will
be considered next.

MR. DONEY (Williams - Narrogin)
[5.7]: As a member of the Country Party
T recognise that the Department of Agricul-
ture is one of the most efficient branches of
our public service. Irrespective of which
party happens to be in power, I am pre-
pared to say that the department does its
work in a thoroughly sound and practieal
though unpretentions manner. By way of
evidence that the department nevertheless
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errs oceasionally, 1 should like to call atten-
tion to the appointment of Mr., Morgan {o
the position of organiser to the Dairy Pro-
ducts Marketing Board. Conceivably the
Minister’s  explanation will discluse that
there was nothing whatever improper in
that appeintment, and I dare say it can he
whown that Mr. Morgan knows something
about butter and butter marketing, and is in
vvery way a suitable man for the job. I
asked a question of the Minister o week or
two bhack as to whether applications were
invited by advertisement in the usual way
for the pesition of organiser, and le replied
that they were not. The best man should
certainly have been obtained for the job.
Applieations should have been invited. I
agrce that the amount to be paid to Mr.
Morgan per week, £4 4s. 8d., is not consider-
able, but after ail it stands to reason that
there are always opportunities for advance-
ment.  That fact in itself is worth some-
thing, More than one man is entitled to
that particalar opportunity, and therefore
if the Minister kas any information to offer
on the subjeet T shall be glad to hear it in
due course,

I wish to read a letter I have veceived
fram Queensland on the subject of the dingo
und fox menaee. The leiter refers to the
method of poisoning the pests adopted with
marked success in that State. The Minister,
I am sure, will allow his department to ex-
periment with any method that is shown to
he worth while, and that to which 1 propose
to refer comes within that category. 1f it
were not worth while, T am convineed that
the Queensland Governmment would not have
supported it as & means of getting rid of
the dingo pest. The letter is from Mr.
A. W, Johnston, who writes for the secretary
of the Land Administration Board of the
Department of Public Lands in Brisbane,
He says—

I am directed to acknowledge receipt of your
letter of the Dth instant making inquiries re-
garding the poison bnit supplied by this de-
partment for the destruction of dingoes and
foxes, and in reply to advise that as a measure
of assistanee to landholders in the State, a
apeeinlly prepared hait is supplied in enses
each containing approximately 250 baits at
fs. per case, which ia less than cost.

T wnnt members particularly to note the
words “less than cost,” and for that matter,
also what I am about to read now.

Free railage to the nearest railway station
is also provided. Where landholders form them-
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selves iuto groups of four or more for the
purpose of making a systematic distribution
of the baits in infested territory, the baits
are given free of amy charge. The baits aro
made from boiled corned bullock’s brisket fat,
cut into suitable sizes, with a strychnine tablet
ingerted. Each bait contains sufficient peison
to kill any dingo. A pamphlet on the subject
i3 enclosed for your information.

If you so desire, a sample ease of the haits

will be supplied to you without charge, except
that you would be expected to meet the trans-
portation charpge,
The letter is addressed to the secvetary of a
furmers’ organisation in this State. I desire
to call attention to the very genercus and
helpful tone of the letter. I am rather
anxious to express appreciation of the atti-
tude displayed by one Government towards
another, and it is my desire that this should
be recorded in “Hansard.,” I might also ex-
plain that 1 based a set of three questions
on this letter, and submitted those questions
to the House through the usual channel. In
those questions I asked the Minister whether
he was aware of the existence of this method
of destroying dingoes, and went on to say
that if he was so aware, whether he would
consider the desirability of informing him-
self as to the suitableness of the bait and
adopting distributive methods in this State.
The reply that the Minister gave was not
partieularly informative. He said that the
matter was already being inquired into, but
no decision had heen arrived at.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
not in order in quoting from “Hansard” of
the current session.

Alr. DONEY: That is not the only mis-
take T have made this afternoon. I would
he pleased if the Minister would amplify
the answer he gave to a question I asked in
this House, and if he would state more fully
the reasons why he thought it unlikely these
baits would be adopted in Western Aus-
tralia.

MR. DOUST (Nelson) [515]: T was
pleased to hear the vemarks of the Minister,
and his references to the South-West. Judg-
ing from the expressions we hear, we might
imagine that in the South-West people were
living in the most important part of the
State, so far as the making of a livelithood
was coneerned. These certainly contrast
strongly with statements I heard when I
first came into the House, about two and a
half years ago, at a time when the State was
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in difficulties over group setilements. Hap-
pily those difficulties are to-day not so ae-
centuated. Whilst the Sounth-West may be
more prosperous in comparison with other
parts of the State, people must not conclude
that everything is quite right, even there.
We may eall it God's own country, and may
go into rhapsedics over the glorious South-
West, but we still have to remember that
many bundreds of people there are working
long hours, passing through great trials and
tribulations, and at the end of each year
finding that they have not derived the won-
derful benefit that might be imagined. T
congratulate the Minister on the progress
made by his department. According to the
inereasing amounts that appear on the Esti-
mates, the importance of the department is
beecoming more manifest every year. The
Minister has a great grasp of his work, and
recognises the necessity for seeuring funds
with which fo earry out further experiments,
for grappling with the various problems that
confront the man on the land, and for assist-
ing farmers generally. Whilst a certain
amount of praise is due to the Minister him-
self, | must at this stage add my congraiu-
lations to the officers of the department, the
men whom the Minister is fortunate enough
to have under him. Go where we will in
Western Australia, we have only to mention
something about the work of the officers of
the Department of Agriculiure to learn that
universal praise is accorded by all who
understand anything about the department’s
ramifications and the value attaching to the
work of the officers. A considerably in-
creased som of money has been provided on
the Estimates for vermin destruetion, grade
testing, and as a pure-bred bull subsidy,
all matters of wital importanece to the
South-West. At this stage I should like te
draw attention to several matters which

suggest that the position 1is mnot as
bright as has been indieated by the
Minister. I was surprised to hear him

eomplain about the poor quality of the fruit
exported from Western Australia during the
past season. Although I live practically in
the heart of the fruitgrowing country, this
is the first intimation T have had that all
is not well. I have made several inguiries
in the city sinee the Minister made his
speech, and find that cven the exporters ap-
pear to he somewhat in the dark as to what
the Minister meant. Possibly half the fruit
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exported from Western Anstralia is passed
through the packing-sheds under the super-
vision of Government inspectors. These offi-
cials are on duty practieally the whole time,
looking atter the grading of the fruit. At
the port of export, the fruit is again ex-
umined by Government inspectors. Strange
it is that after all this supervisien and all
the restrictions that are imposed, there
should still be reom for complaint. I feel
sure that growers themselves will be even
more surprised than I was at the Minister's
remarks.  Even allowing for the world con-
ditions and for the possibility that a great
catastrophe lies immediately ahead of us, I
am afraid that those engaged in the fruit
industry will find themselves in a difficult
position, not only in the coming year, hut
possibly for some years ahead. I refer par-
ticularly to what would appear to be the
unfortunate agreement that has been made
concerning a quota for the export of frait.
That the agreement was unfortunate is
¢learly shown by the results obtained last
vear. On that oceasion we had rather a
light erop. In the previous year, the indus-
try suffered severely from disastrous hail-
storms, whieh reduced the exporiabie quan-
titv by a considcrable amount. The previ-
ous year was also a light season, and the
quantity of fruit available did not come up
to requircments, Although we have been
able to export under the quota system about
400,000 cases per annum in addition to what
we have sent to the Near East, if the esti-
mate of the department is anything like cor-
rveet, for the coming year we shall be in a
very unfortunate position. We know that
farmers and fruitgrowers have taken full
advantage of the local market by using cold
storaze thronghout the year, and one can
imagine they will go on doing this, as far as
they can. Even after having taken full ad-
vantage of the loeal market, it would still
appear that we would have to export at
least twiee as mueh as we did last year,
although, under the quota system, we shall
be unable to do that. This will mean having
something like 500,000 or 750,000 cases of
fruit on our hands that we cannot sell lo-
cally, and will not be allowed to export. If
that 15 the position, our outlook will be
very bad. The Minister referred fo the
probable destruction of black spot and cod-
lin moth. Both he and his officers may be
congratulated on what they have done in
that respeet. The State is also deserving
of congratulation hecanse of the steps taken
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by those settlers who are unfortunate
enough to have their industry seriously
affected by these pests. If the department
sent an officer around the Nelson electorate,
to select a farm that was oceupied by a
capable and honest man, who would deal
fairly and squarely with such an outbreak,
that officer conld not find one who had done
more than the gentleman whose holding was
this year stricken with black spot. I am
sure the Minister himself will agree with
me in that remark.

I wish now to refer to the tobhaecco indus-
try. For some time past this has been
lookedt upon as a very profitable industry
for Western Australia. Judging by Press re-
ports and the remarks of the Minister, we
may be inclined to think that everything in
the garden is lovely. I assure members,
however, ¢hat the tobacco growers are by
no means satisfied. After conducting ex-
periments for 15 years, as some have done,
and after the majority have conducted ex-
periments for the Jast four or five years, in-
creased their acreage under crop, and de-
finitely improved the quality of the tobacco,
the growers still find the market price is
gradually coming down. Some four or five
years ago the growers received an average
of 2s. 3d. per Ib. for their tobaceo, but the
price fell, first to 2s. 1d., then fo 1s. 11144,
and last year, I think, to 1s. 83%d. Sales
this year have so far shown a slight improve-
ment, but the returns are not yet to hand.
A large guantity of the lower grade of to-
haeco is still on hand for this year, and has
not been sold. This indicates that whilst the
returns may show a higher average price per
Ib. of tobacco sold, the average price for the
wheole of the tobaceo grown will not be higher
than that of last year. TIf that is the case,
I doubt very much whether the industry will
continue to develop. Of two of our largest
growers, one who came across specially from
Victoria to embark upon the industry here,
has gome out of the business entirely. He
had under crop approximately 30 acres.
After paying all the expenses attendant
upon the development of the industry, he
found it was not a pavable proposition.
Another fairly large grower, who has 20
acres under tobaceo, came from India. He
expressed great confidence in the early
stages, but he now finds that, even with im-
proved methods of cultivation, increased
costs have made tobacco-growing an unpay-
ahle proposition. There are about 93 grow-
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ers in the Manjimup area, and one, Miche-
lides Ltd., has probably half the total ares
uander tobaeco. The majority are farming
on & small seale and deal with an average
of about four to ten aeres. While they
hope for better prices, and look forward to
improving their grades of leaf, they find
the industry moeh more diffieult than they
anticipated, and so far have not met with
the success which they expected or Ctheir
cfforts deserved. Another matter vital to the
establishment of the tobacco-growing indus-
try here is that in all computations allow-
ance should be made for fair standard wages
for employees. That is not possible in the
industry to-day., I am doubtful whether
the basic wage is paid even by those who
are more or less permanenily esiablished in
the industry, and certainly those who are
at the struggling stage cannot afford the
expenditure. If the industry is to be estab-
lished under those conditions, I think it
would be better for the State if it were
abandoned in the initial stages. I am not
prepared to advocate the establishment of
any new industry that is not eapable of pay-
ing employees at least the basic wage.

When looking through a catalogue of a
recent sale in Queensland, I noticed that
there were 27 different grades. While no
bids were received for a number of the
lower grades, quite a number of sales were
effected in respect of over 20 grades. I
mention that because it is contended by the
growers here and in Queensland that the
average price for tobacco leaf should be not
less than 25, 6d. per Ib. I am well aware
that it may be contended that growers in
Western Australia are receiving that price
for suitable grades of leaf. That may be quite
correet when applied te ten or a dozen
grades, but would not be if the return for
the whole of the tobacco erop were con-
sidered. Tf all the leaf that could be sold
at that price were harvested and the rest
burnt, the result would he that a erop of
200 1bs. fo the acre wonld probably he ve-
duced to one of 400 ar 500 Ihs. Conse-
quently, if we examined the contention of
tobacco leaf purchasers in partieular, we
would find that the quantity of prime-grade
leaf, for which 2s. 6d. per 1b. was paid,
would represent about 400 ]bs. That re-
turn cannot he regarded as the fair average
price to the growers., If it were possible
for the Minister to authorise the estahlish-
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ment of an esperimental station in the
tobacco district, where investigations could
he earried out with the obhject of demon-
strating to the growers how to produce a
type of leaf that would mect the require-
ments of such purchasers as the British
Australian Tobacco Company, and increasc
the production of such leaf to 600 or 700
Ibs. per aere, there would he something in
the contention that Western Australian
growers were being paid a sulficiently high
price for their leaf. At times we hear that
a grower has received 3s. 6d. or 3s. 8d. per
1h. for his erop, but when we investigate
the position we ascertain that that price was
paid for perhaps 15 or 20 Ibs. out of a erop
running into several tons, and that, spread
over the whole erop, his returns had aver-
aged about 1s. 6d. per lb. In one respect
the growers are unfortunmate in that there
is little competitiox. The representatives of
only one company come from the Enstern
States to buy tobacea leaf, and, as far as I
can gather, the local puorchasers are fully
supplied. Michelides Ltd. has ils own
plantation and also draws supplies frem a
tew other growers o whum asasistinee was
rendered in the early stages. As Far as ean
be ascertained, Michelides Ltd. appears to
pay an average price of 2s. Gd. per b, for
all tobacco and has generally supported the
industry well from the start, One of the
largest growers has been supplying that
firm from the outset and from 20 acres last
yvear he harvested 18,000 lbs. of tobacco
leaf. He did not even have the trouble of
grading the leaf but merely baled it up and
transported the leaf to the railway station
at Manjimup, for which he received an all-
round price of 2s. Od. per l1b. When it is
considered that the grower las to face the
cost of freight and of grading, which repve-
sents about 4d. per lb., it will be admitted
that Michelides is paying almost the price
that the growers consider is necessary fo
enable the industry to be established on a
satisfactory basis. In this State we cer-
tainly can eongratulate ourselves upon hav-
ing locally a purehaser of leaf such as
Michelides Ltd. According to a statcinent
that appeared in one of the loeal papers,
the growers themselves recently advanced a
number of points to the Minister to demon-
strate the necessity for a general all-round
price of 25 6d. per b, for tobacco leaf.
The matter was dealt with in a letter sent
by Mr. R. F. Crowe, secretary of the W.A.
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Tobaceo Growers' Association, to the Min-
ister for Agrienlture and the communica-
tion was published in the paper under the
headings “Tohaceo Growers’ Difficulties.
Average Price of 2s. G6d. Required.” The
peints advanced in Favour of the request
for that average price were—

(1) To grow tobaceo is both ecostly and

risky; costly for reasons that—

(a) Operations commenecing in June of one
year, when the seed beds must be pre-
pared and the sced sown, yet the
grower does not receive his return from
the aale of the resulting crop until
August or September of the following
yoar;

We arve nearly into October now and, as far
as I am aware, the returns are not vet to
hand. That means that the scttler has to
finance the whole of one year's crop In ad-
vance and has to pay quite an appreciable
sam in conneetion with the next vear’s erop
hefore the veturnsg for the first vear's hae-
vest are obtained.  During the past year
one storekceper at Manjimup—he was one
of six or more who have been called upon
to render assistance—advanced £8,000 to
tohacen erpwers ta enable them to put in
their crops Jast year and will probably have
to make a further considerable amount
available this year, although he has not yet
been repaid for the carlier advances.

(b) curing kilns and grading sheds must be
erected ;

{¢) the erop requires at least 10 cwt. of ex-
pensive fertiliser per acre;

(d) the cost of insecticides during the grow-
ing period is considerable;

(e) wages have to be paid during the curing
and grading periods at least.

During February and March probably 400
people are employed in the fobacco indus-
try at Manjimup and most of those are
engaged for the two months only, Some
are retained for grading, which confinues
for several months, Many of the settlers
are endeavonring to do that work them-
selves hut it reguirves experience. Many
have vet to learn that phase of the business,
and it cannot be picked up in a fow hours.
Then Mr. Crowe explained why the industry
18 risky, and he gave the following reasons—

{a) Tobacco is subject to many diseases and
suffers From any adverse seasonal ¢on-
ditions, meither of which can be cov-
ered hy insurance;

(b) it may be damaged or ruined by hail or
frost and to ensure against these is
beyond finaneial reach of growers
under the prices they have hitherto
‘received for their leaf.
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2. Tobaeco growers have to work long hours,
particularly during the curing period when
kilna have to be watched and tended econtinu-
ously througlout the 24. hours of each day.

3. It is contended that, for the reasons
given in (1) and (2), tobacco growers {pro-
prietors} are cntitled to receive remuneration
very muech above the basic-wage level,

4. There can be little doubt that, with the
inducement afforded by adequate remuneration,
W.A. can easily produce at least half of the
reqirements for Australian leaf. If this re-
quirement is ealculated at 8,000,000 ibs. an-
pually at present, the industry in W.A. could
advance from 750,000 lbs. as now te 4,000,000
1bs., and could continue to advance as the con-
sumption of Australian leaf increased.

5. Given an average price of 2s. 6d. per lb,
growers would not lhave to market every 1.
of leaf produced in order to carry on, but counld
afford to destroy such leaf (which must occur
in every crop) as is not up to a certain stan-
dard. This price also wounld enable growers
to use better eultural methods. At present
green manure is not practised as much as it
should be owing to lack of sufficient funds.

6. With an average priee of 2s. 6d. per lb.
operating in Australia buyers would not wish
to buy low grade leaf, since the price for it
must necessartly be low and thus add to the
price they would have to pay for the higher
grades.

T wish members to understand that the
Tohacca Growers’ Association is not asking
for a price that would include this very low-
grade and almost useless leaf. The people
of Australia cannot be expected to purchase
and smoke that class of leaf, and conse-
quently it should never he placed on the
market,

7. If or when Australia is producing a suf-
ficiency of good grade leaf it were found that
manufacturers were importing supplies instead
of buying loeally it is thought that eontrol
could be excreised by allowing imports only in
definite ratio to purchases of Australian leaf.

8. While low prices are being paid for to-
baceo leaf—

(a) cfficiency in production is curtailed, and

(b) the standard of living of those cngaged
in the industry suffers.

9. A plance at the history of the tobaeco
growing industry in Australia is sufficient to
show its ingtability during the past. If is
contended that the proposals now put forward
would stabilise the industry if given effect to.
The industry is unique for the following rea-
gong:—

(a) It is not governed by warld parity bui
may be made subject to local eontrol,
and

{b) the price paid to the grower and the
price at which it is sold to the con.
sumer are easily ascertainable as, also,
are the costs of manufacturing the
leaf into the consumable article.
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10. The need for planned economy in in-
dustry i3 becoming inereasingly apparent. The
tobaceo growing industry appears to offer
unique opportunities in this direction.

11, In the evidence given before the Select
Committee on the Tobaceo Industry in New
South Wales, the following may be noted from
the Queensland growers:—

R. A. Ray, when asked ‘‘Do you think
tobacco growing is paying you?'’ replied,
‘’It is not nearly paying me for my work.”’

G. Piagno, when asked, ‘‘Are you mak-
ing a living??’ replied, ‘‘Just a living.
We sometimes draw rations.’’ (Govern-
ment relief.)

V. G. Veness, when asked if the members
of his association were making a de of
it, replied, ‘‘They are battling.’’

Willinm Lennon, when asked what price
would be required to warrant his staying
in the industry, replied, ‘I think some-
where about 2s. 6d. to 3s. per 1b.’’

Mr. Atherton has stated that less than
five per cent. of those engaged in tobacco
growing in Queensland have made the basic
wage.

Members will agree that at least a payable
price should be assured to the growers of
tobaceo. Judging by the veports and halance
sheets of tohaceo manufacturing companies,
if one company alone paid 10s. per Ib. for
all the tobacco grown in Western Australia
it would still have made sufficient profit to
pay a dividend of 10 per cent.; and if that
company manufacturing probably half the
tobacco in Australia paid ls. per Ib. for all
the tobacco grown in Australasia, it wonld
still have been able to show a profit of 10
per cent. I admit that in the individual
States very little power exists to ensure the
seales of justice heing held evenly between
the grower and the eonsumer, but I believe
that the Commonwealth Government has
ample power to seenre a better deal for the
growers. I appeal to the Minister to utilise
whatever funds can be made available to
carry out further experiments in the grow-
ing of tobacco. If the people engaged in
the indunstry can be assured of a reasonable
living, we in Western Australia have the
land and the people willing to engage in
the industry, and a very large industry it
would become in the South-West and pos-
sibly in other parts of the State, but parti-
eularly in the Manjimup avea, where most
of the tobacco is heing grown at present.
I appeal to the Minister to do all in his
power to make this industry suecess{ul.
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MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [5.51]: My first
word is one of commendation for those who
are assisting the Young Farmers' Clubs to
function. I especially refer to Mr. A. E,
Ball and Mr. N. Elliot, hoth honorary work-
ers, who are giving splendid service to de-
velop this efiort. That love of the land be
developed in the boyhood and young man-
hood of the State is important, It is ecssen-
tial that the drift to the cities be stopped.
This drift to the cities, as I shall show by
ficures presently, is not confined to Western
Ausiralia, but is almost universal. As has
been said a thousand times, Western Aus-
tralia is a primary preducing country, and
efforts shonld be made to keep our young
men on the land. To do that, life and work
on the land must be made interesting.
Admittedly, the Edueation Department is
doing something to that end. Tt has ap-
proved of the appointment of an able offi-
cer to act as secvetary of the State Advisory
Council of the Young Farmers' Clubs, bhut
the Department of Agrvienlture so far as I
can ascertain, has failed to do anvthing.
Daoubtless there is a thirk file of eorrespon-
dence at the depariment hnilt up by the
answers fo inquiries, but whether any work
of a helpful nature has been done remains
to be shown,

Mr. Walls:
helps.

Mr. SAMPSON: Then I am unaware of
it, and I cannot ron the risk of spoiling any-
thing T say by departine from the striet
line of truth. I made passing reference to
the faet that people on the land are drifiing
to the cities. Figures are not available to
show the number of people on the land in
this State, though statisties of owner-farmers
may he had. Recently an English journal,
“The Farmers’ Weekly,” stated that in 1921
agricultural workers in the British TIsles
numbered 816,000, In 1937 the number
had fallen to 631,000, a reduction of 23
per cent., which is a very serious decline.
That is symptomatic of what is happening
in many countries. In Britain during 16
vears people left the land at the rate of
12,000 a year. Those under 21 years en-
gaged on the land averaged 145,000 for the
years 1921 to 1924, and for the year 1937
the figure had dropped to 94,000.

Higher rates elsewhere entice workers
from the land. There is no protection in
respect to payments te workers on the land,

The department frequently

and the reason is well known; there are no
definite priees for products from the land.
These points have evidently not occurred te
the Minister for Lands, in whom I am
greatly disappointed. In his youth he
showed great prowmise, but with the years his
outlook has become more and more clonded
until he now shows a disregard or lack of
reeard for those people who depend upon
the Jand for a living.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: But he is one of
them.

Mr, SAMPSON: In seeondary industries
as well as land industries, mechanisation is
playing an increasingly prominent part.
Although awards do not apply to the agri-
caltural industry, the increase of wages paid
clsewhere is having the effect of reducing
the number of workers prepared to aceept
employment in the countrv. Costs of pro-
duction render the use of machines essential.
The more labour saving machinery we pur-
chase—this applies to secondary industries
as well as to land industries—ihe more
money we have to send out of the State, but
pavyment could be made with our primary
nreadnets, T helieve in the use of machinery
because, despite the opinions of the unthink-
ing, the less the amount of homan en-
deavour required to produce 2 given guan-
fity of eommodities, the belter for the
human family,

The Minister for Mines: You mean fhe
oreater the number of humans that wiil
sfarve.

Mr, SAMPSON: Not at all. Years ago
12 hours might have been required to pro-
dnce three bnshels of wheat uander the
mothods then adopted, but with the aid of
labour-saving machinery, the time may now
be caleulated at three hours. That is not
necessarily bad for the human family; more
time 1s available for leisure and study. and
in the Minister’s ease, more time is available
to him in which to grow roses, disport him-
selt in his garden and attend shows. There
is no ohjection to the Minister’s doing that.
Any objection that might be taken to the
AMinister's movements would not apply to
Lis production of roses or attendance at
flower shows.

The Minister for Mines: Thanks for that.
1t would he useless to come to you to oot
leisure hours.

Alr. SAMPSOXN - There is no virtue in
working long hours if an equally good joh
can he done in shorter hours. T know that
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school teachers generally are prepared to
-give up spare time to assist in any work
that concerns the children of any partienlar
town or district. This applies espeeially to
farming matters. I gladly pay a tribute to
the work of the school teachers in this re-
speet.  Agriculture should be inecluded in
the corrienlum of all country schools. I
understand that book-keeping and other snb-
jeets which have a tendency to take boys
and girls to the city have in certain cases
been substituted for agricultural subjects.
On the other hand, it is noticeable that in
New South Wales agriculture is receiving
special attention. In that State there has
been a gradual introduetion of agrieulbural
subjects. They have been introduced into
15 rural schools, nine high schools, and three
intermediate high schools. It is of the ut-
most importance that the attention of the
scholar should be drawn to the inferesting
things of farming, by which the lad’s ability
will be increased. To quote from an article
which I read recently—

It may be said that when the boy leaves

school and begins to work on the land, his mind
is progressive in regard to agriculture, and
he possesses that interest in and love for his
c:;lling so egsential to suecess in any walk of
life.
When ell is said and done, that is the note
‘to be struck, that is the viewpoint to be
taken by boys concerned with agrieunlture.
I ask the Minister to do all in his power to
enconrage that viewpoint, to seize the oppor-
tunity which he possesses—filling as he does
the dual offices of Minister for Agriculture
and Minister for Xdueation— to ensure that
consideralion is given to our boys in con-
nection with the curriculum and later, so
that their knowledge of agriculture may be
encouraged subsequently to their Ileaving
school, It is the opinion of many people,
an opinion to which I subscribe, that a
knowledge of farming means a love of farm-
ing. It is the absence of knowledge that
frequently brings about the failure of
farmers, Those who succeed are those who
understand the science and the work of
farming. I envy the Minister the oppor-
tunity he possesses, and I earnestly hope
that he will do everything in hls poewer to
assist towards this end.

The Department of Agriculture unquestion-
ably has good technical officers, but it is
remarkable that we are continually losing
them. They are attracted to other States. Is
it not possible for the officers of our Depari-

[ASSEMBLY.]

ment of Agriculture and our other depart-
ments, having been trained in this State, to
be retained lbere? One thing of much im-
portance in eonnection with the Department
of Agriculture is the establishment of an
experimental farm in the hills, There should
be at least one in the eastern hills of this
State. This would mean that many problems
which the ordinary grower eannot afford {o
tackle, and therefore is unable to solve,
would be taken up by the department and
much good would be done. There should be
experimental farms for fruitgrowing just as
there are experimental farms for the pro-
duction of wheat.  Then we would know
what varieties are best for different dis-
tricts, and we would better understand
methods of eculture and treatment. The ulti-
mate result is bound to prove a paying pro-
position. Unfortunately, either the depart-
ment has insufficient money or there is in-
sufficient interest in regard to the work. In
the highly important phase of the produe-
tion of citrus there is no special officer, no
citriculturist. I have mentioned this pre-
viously; and I hope that to-night, should the
Minister reply, he will make some reference
to the subjeet.

The district frait inspectors are doing bet-
ter work to-day than was the case not so
long ago. That is a tribute to pay. I am
not going to make any fuss about it. I con-
sider that the work should have been done
better previously. Undoubtedly there was
opportunity for improvement. From all 1
ean gather, the appointment of additional
inspectors means that the work is being done
better than before.

The Minister for Agriculture: The inspee-
tors have been very active in prosecnting.

Mr. SAMPSON: Just so. I did intend
to refer to fruitfly. ~With the present
methods there must always be trouble. In
my opinion there should be community con-
trol of baiting and spraying in regard fto
fruitfly. The Minister may reply that there
is plenty of Iegls]ahon on the statute-book.
T understand that is so, but I also know that
in order to provide the necessary inspection
considerably more inspectors than at present
employed are needed. The Minister must
find more inspectors, or do something to
bring about compulsory ecommunity spray-
ing. When that is done we shall approach
& time when fruitfly will have been brought
nnder control. 'We know what has been done
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by voluntary methods, but, unfortunately,
voluntary methods are not permanent. For
a while ell is well; then a few drop out,
and eventually the position is as it was ori-
ginally. Compulsory eommunity baiting and
spraying are essential. The imposition of
the registration fee of 1s. per orchard has
not resulted in over much revenue. I under-
stand that eommercia] fruitgrowers have ex-
pressed thcmselves as prepared to pay an
additional amount in order to make inspee-
tion and control more generally possible.

The Minister for Agriculture: Some own-
ers of property are very careless.

Mr. SAMPSON: Where there is an ab-
sence of eompulsion, there is always some-
one to undo the good that is being done. The
majority of fruitgrowers are earnest and
thorongh in doing what is required, but the
neglected property of an odd grower breeds
so many fruitflies as to minimise the good
resultant from the efforts of ecareful
orchardists.

The Minister for Agriculture: Do you
think such careless people should be dealt
with?

Mr., SAMPSON: I think the department
should do its duty. Where there are neg-
lected fruit trees, steps should be taken to
do what is nceded. The question of the Min-
ister snggests a subtlety which makes me
wonder what is at the back of it. I could
make a retrospective reference over a few
years and advise the Minister of what hap-
pened when I bought an orchard. I would
like to do so. On the trees of that orchard
there was a heavy crop of pears, a very fine
class of pear suitable for export.

The Minister for Mines: Did you buy the
orchard as a going concern?

Mr. SAMPSON : It was bought as a going
concern, and on the following day I got a
departmental noiice that unless the fruitfly
were cleaned up I would be forthwith taken
into eourt. That was an entirely proper aec-
tion of the department. As it happened, I
had already engaged an orchardist to pick
the fruit and burn it in the orchard. The
department will have a record of the notice
jssued to me. I should say there were not
less than five tons of pears hanging on those
trees, and positively there was not one pear
free from infestation by fruitily.

The Minister for Agrieulture: Have you
ever been caught since?
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Mr. SAMPSON: No, but I believe several
efforts have been made to catch me. On one
occasion I was informed that the one tree
growing on a property in which I am inter-
ested was infested by fruitfly. The depart-
ment stated this, not with undue glec, but
evidently with some degree of “slow success
at length achieved.”

The Minister for Agriculture: The de-
partment has not caught you this year, has
it?

Mr. SAMPSON: I do not think that
occurrved during this year. The Minister
may be able to give the exact details, be-
cauge, when all is said and done, T have
striven in every possible way to allow this
responsibility to be accepted by those who
should earry it. If by chance T fail, and
fall a wvictim to the sometime vigour of a
departmental inspector, then I am afraid my
misforiune will be a matter of ungodly joy
in a department whose lack of interest I
have so often criticised.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pm.

Mr. SA_L{PSON: n ‘I‘Pvipwing mattare »a
lating to the work of the Agriculiural De-
partment, the various pests that have to be
dealt with should not be overlooked. I was
dealing with the ravages of the fruitfly, and
members will agree that, in overcoming the
difficulty with regard to fruit exported to
Colombo and other overseas centres, the
Minister achieved results that must be re-
garded with satisfaetion. The dilficulty was
serious, and I trust the gceasion will not
again arise necessitating his undertaking
such a journey. While congratulating him
upoen successfully overcoming the problem,
I trust there will be no recurrence of the
fruitfly trouble, but there certainly will be
unless provision is made for compulsory
community baiting and spraying.

The Minister for Mines: You did not tell
us what you were going to do with the pear
earden,

Mr. SAMPSON: I told the Committee
that there was not a single pear not con-
taminated with fly and that all the fruit was
burnt, the work starting on the day after I
purchased the garden. I hope the Govern-
ment will follow mp the visit of the AMin-
ister to tbe Orient and establish trade
agencies in the various centres as an initial
step towards placing Western Australian
fruit on the markets there. The retire-
ment of Mr. H. Willoughby Lance, the
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Government Apiculturist, is pending but I
trust that an additional inspeetor will be
temporarily appointed, There have heen a
number of outhreaks of disease in connec-
tion with bees and it is essential that all the
hives in the State shali be inspected. The
future outlook for honey production is pro-
mising, provided the necessary protection is
afforded beekcepers. The excentive of the
beekeepers’ section of the Primary Pro-
dueers’ Association views with serious alarm
the appearance of the particular disease that
I have in mind in extensive arcas not pre-
viously affeeted as well as in districts affected
last season. The opinion is expressed that
unless the hives are immediately thoroughly
examined, serious losses will ocenr. This
might have the effect of foreing many bee-
keepers out of the industry. T know the in-
dustry 15 confronted with the danger of a
severe setback, and I hope the Minister,
when he replies, will inform the Committee
whether it is intended to appoint an addi-
tional inspector. 1 view the prospect of the
vetirement of Mr, Willoughby Lance with
great rogret, A man’s ability and energy,
his capacity and usefulness, cannot be
assessed by mere years. Some men are
energetie at 75 years of age, whereas some
are indolent and inecfficient at 45. Mr. Lance
has done more than his duty. He has found
in his offiee at the Agricultural Department

a real hobby, and all his spare time is de-~

voted to his work. Candidly, I have never
known a man more fasecinated by his work
than Mr. Lance. T am under no obligation
to him, nor is he to me. My admiration of
him is justified beeause of the interest he
takes in his work and because of the manner
in which the bhee-keepine industry has
devcloped sinee his appointment. Although
I know it is the poliey of the Government
to retire officers when they are 65 years of
age, I hope that eourse will not he followed
with regard to Mr, Lance. Speecial cfforts
are required to cope with the disease to
which I have referred, and Mr. Lance is
acquainted with the districts where the oul-
breaks have ocenrred. A new appointee
would require some time before he could
learn all that was required of him. Instead
of Mr. Lance’s services being dispensed
with, T urge that he be given additional
assistance during the busy season. Those
engaged in the industry are scattered over
widespread areas, and a new man would re-
quire quite an appreeiable time in order to
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ocate all the bee-keepers, and to beeome
aequainled with conditions so as to enahle
him to tour the coantry economically and
quickly. Queen rearing and the supplying
of pure-bred Carniolan bees to apiarists has
heen of great benefit to the industry. This
hranch of apienlture is a scientific study of
its own, and few hee-keepers are eapable
of hreeding first-class queens, as it requires
study and experience.  The gueens supplied
by the department have given great satisfae-
tion. JMr. Lance understands the work of
breeding queen hees. It is a very faseinat-
ing study, and, in addition, bee-keepers
know My, Lanece.

Hon. C. G. Latham: And the bees know
him too.

Mr. SAMPSON: The bee-keepers kuow
how earncstly he works for the advanecment
of the industry. Another oflicer whose nsso-
ciation with the department is, 1 fear, ap-
proaching the end, is Mr. G, W, Wickens,
the Superintendent of Wortienlture, and
aheady [Eruitgrowers have oxpressed their
regret at the prospect of losing the serviees
of that well-known and capable officer.
Wishes have heen expressed that his services
may be vetained at least in an advisory
capacity. 1 have great rtespeet for Mr.
Wickens, as, indeed, has evervone who
knows anything of his work and its vami-
fications and the interest that he has always
shown in it. When a new officer is ap-
pointed to his position, I hope he will he
sent abroad to visit Canada and the United
States. While in the United States, he
should give particular attention to Cali-
fornia. We are notably backward in cer-
tain matters affecting fruit eulture and fruit
marketing. This State would he bencfited in
many ways if the offieer had sueh an oppor-
tunity. TIn the United Stafes, particularly
in California, apart from oflicers in control
of the agrienltural industry, there are those
who travel as salesmen to other parts of the
world. T think we should follow a similar
course. We have, in fact, already done so,
heeause the Minister’s journey to parts out-
sidle Western Australia has proved a dis-
finct advantage in a business sense. In
addition, the new officer would have an op-
portunity of learning the hest and latest
methods of fruit eulture and frnit market-
ing. Fruit marketing is a matter to which
the Government might well give speeial con-
sideration.
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A pest of which fruitgrowers are natur-
ally afraid is the codlin moth. We have so
far been able to control this pest, but we
have had a good deal of luck. We are for-
tunate because we have been able to control
the codlin moth whenever an outbreak has
ocewrred.  The present position, however,
ts neither reasonable nor proper where
growers are concerned, particnlarly apple
and pear growers. People coming from the
Eastern States are able to bring with them
apples, pears and quinces grown there.

The Minister for Mines: Quineces?

Mr. SAMPSON: Yes; if they so desire
they bring with them a quince or two, a
pear or two or an apple or fwo in their
bags. Their Juggage on arrival in Western
Aunstralia is not checked or examined by an
officer of the department. We are aware
that notices are posted along the Trans. ling,
but wheo makes a practice of reading them?
The present position is dangerous, hecause
the codlin moth is in Eastern Australia. To
bring apples, pears or quinces into Western
Australia is illegal, but, in the absence of
examination of passengers’ hags it eannot
be prevented. We are not treating our
growers fairly if we allow this menace to
eontinne.

Mr. Cross: Put up another notice.

Mr. SAMPSON: Various growers have
sacrificed their ¢rops on an outbreak of the
codlin moth. They have done so in their
own interests and in the interests of their
fellow growers; bnt it should not be neces-
sary for them to do so. At all events, we
should lose no opportunity of prohibiting
the arrival in Western Australia of frnits
that carry the codlin moth.

The Minister for Mines: Why should they
bring ¢uinces and apples in their earpet
bags to a place where they can get hetter
fruit?

Mr. SAMPSON: Should the Minister
happen to be in Adelaide, quite likely a
cousin or a friend would bring him a bag of
fruit to the train. Possibly the Minister,
being obsessed with health matters——

The Minister for Mines: You could not
tempt me with an apple.

AMr. SAMPSON - At all events, the matier
is very important. I hope some means will
be devised whereby bags and suit cases of
passengers coming from the Eastern States
may be examined previous to the train’s ar-
rival at Kalgoorlie. That eould be done, and
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we should ensure that it is done. It is done
in California and in other paris of the
United States. A person there eannot alight
from a plane without having his bag exam-
ined. Every effort is made there to prevent
the introduction of disease.

Mr. Warner: The search made there is
for opium.

Mr. SAMPSON: The matter is nof one
for levity; it is serious for the fruitgrowers.
It is a matter for action, and should receive
the consideration which I am hopeful the
Minister will give it.

My, Seward: The Minister does not like
the suggestion that passengers’ bags should
be examined,

Mr. SAMPSON: There is lack of distri-
bution of fruit and vegetables in the State,
particularly vegetables. I have been in
country towns where the only vegetables
available at the local hotel were potatoes
and pumpkin. The department should do
something towards securing better distri-
bution. The department should give every
encouragement fo marketing schemes, be-
cause | believe such aetion will result in
adequate fruit and vegetable supplies to all
the towns of the State. The importance
of publicity cannot be gainsaid. I would
suggest that the Metropolitan Markets Aet
should be amended so as to provide that
some of the profit derived from the markets
can be applied to advertising fruit, In this
State we are unable to read of the advan.
tage of citrus. In other parts of the world
where fruit-growing is regarded more seri-
ously, the benefit to health from the use
of citrus is well advertised.

The Minister for Employment: You have
a chain of newspapers.

Mr. SAMPSON: T am prepared to allow
the Minister free use of them for this
purpose. Karly in the season a local mar-
keting committee gave consideration to the
question of further publicity cfforts along
lines similar to those followed during the
previous scason. Ian anticipation of the
necessity for such work, the proprictors of
various cool stores were approached for
their eco-operation in the collection of a pub-
licity levy for the financing of such work.
This was promised by all of them. Con-
earrently with this aetion, the Australian
Apple and Pear Council approached the
Federal Government for & grant for an ex-
tensive Commonwealth advertising cam-
paign, and received an offer of £5,000 for
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this purpose, provided the various State
Governments also contributed on a pound-
for-pound basis. The W.A. Fruitgrowers’
Association therefore approached the State
Government for a grant to subsidise the
Federal oiter for publicity work in this
State, but I regret to say it was not forth-
coming.

The Minister for Agrieulture: Do not
you know the reason?

Mr. SAMPSON : I should be glad to hear
it,

The Minisier for Agriculture: You do
not know it?
¢ Mr. SAMPSON: No. There is much talk
of statutory control, but the Apple Sales
Board deserves a tribute. This is a volun-
tary organisation that has dene and is do-
ing very good work. Admittedly statutory
control is, generally speaking, essential.
There is usually a frantic undercutting
amongst most of those engaged in business
-and no matter how strong an effort may be
made in the direction of fixing prices, there
are always rebels who underent and nullify
the efforts made.

The Minister for Agrieulture: Do youm
think the price of newspapers is too high?

Mr. SAMPSON: That is a matter on
which I ean speak with some enthusiasm.

The Minister for Lands: The price of
-some newspapers only.

Mr. SAMPSON: I am prepared to issue
a special newspaper if it will have any in-
fluence on the Minister for Lands and bring
him back

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Does the hon.
member’s remark relate to agriculture?

Mr. SAMPBON: Yes, it relates to the
early thonghts, aspirations and convictions
for the Minister for Lands. Only last night
we found that he had recanted

The CHATRMAN: Order! The Minister
for Lands is not under discussion.

Mr. SAMPSON: Te should he. Another
important matter to which T shall refer is
very unpopular; that is, the bringing of fruit
and vegetables to this State from South
Australia. That is a very sad commentary
on our production. Flere again the depart-
ment might be of assistance in encouraging
improved packing and the fullest possible
activity to ensure proper inspection of the
produece brought from South Australin.

Mr. Cross: Is packing a matter for the
growers?

Mr. SAMPSON: Certainly it is. The
growers who do not pack direetly might
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obtain valuable advice from tihe inspectors.
I am prepared to assist the member for
Canning in any way possible.

Mr. Cross: I do not want them to pack
in my electorate.

Mr. BAMPSON: Not long ago I had a
letter from a resideni of the Canning dis-
triet asking why the cost of sending vege-
tables from Fremantle to IKalgoorlie was
grcater than the eost of sending them from
Adelaide to Kalgoorlie.

‘The Minister for Agriculture: Did you
refer the writer to the member for the dis-
triet?

Mr. SAMPSON: I considered the hest
course was to give him the most reliab's in-
formation available and advise@ him ae-
cordingiv. It is a sad reflection on our
producers, particularly vegetable growers,
that cauliflowers and certain other vegetables
should be broaght from South Australia and
should ecommand better prices than does the
Jocally grown produce sent to Kalgoorlie.
This is a serious matter to which I hope the
department will give the fullest considera-
tion.

I desired to say something about grass
and to point a moral on the importance of
improving our pastures. Bound up with
this is the appointment of an agrostologist.

The Minister for Agrieulture: We have
one,

Mr., SAMPSON: One officer is not suffi-
cient for the big task to he done. Members
have noted with great satisfaction the
marked development of the dairying indus-
try in the South-West, and given the help
of an additional agrostologist, further pro-
gress could be achieved. I hope the depart-
ment will be able to assist in securing an
improvement in the quality of meat sent
overseas. Revently T read with regret some
comments on Western Australian meat from
which it appeared that the quality is not
now better than it was manv years ago.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: That does not apply
to fat lambs.

Mr. SAMPSON: No, the quality of the
fat lambs heing produced iz satisfactory
and the State is achieving a fine reputation
for them. As to beef, however, we have a
long way to go if we desire our product to
compare with that of the Argentine. In
that connection mneh remains to be done
and T am anxious that practical considera-
tion in respect to improved stud stock shall
be given,
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MR. WITHERS (Bunbury) [7.38}: The
Department of Agriculture being of such
importanee in the affairs of State, T must
make my eontribution to the debate. I ap-
preciate the work of the officers of the de-
partment. The development that has taken
place in the South-West has been definitely
due to the assistance and advice afforded by
the experts of the department. When the
Minister was introducing his Estimates he
gave some valuable information ahout the
raising of fat lambs and dairy products.
This is due to the fact that in the first place
we have been able over a period of years to
create pastures on which to raise the fat
lambs and the dairy stock that are giving
such wonderful production. I pay a tribute
to the oflicers who have heen responsible for
stimunlating that development. The Minister
told us how the export of lambs had in-
creased to practically double the nmmber
sent away in the previous year. I appre-
ciate that the production of fat lambs will
not be confined to the areas in whieh it is
undertaken to-day. Because of the experi-
ence I have had during the last two months
as a memher of the Lichi Tonds Dgval
Commission, I realise there are other places
in Western Austraiia capable of producing
lambs, provided theve 1s a market for them.
The same thing would possibly apply to the
dairying industry. What more concerns me
is when we are likely to reach saturation
poini in the export of these different com-
modities. Session after session, I am sorry
to say, a doleful tale is told on behalf of
our wheatgrowers. This indicates that we did
not know when to step in respect to the pro-
duction of wheat. Most of the eommodities
we prodnce are subject to overseas prices,
heeause we have to export so many of them
to oversea marketz. I hope the time will not
come when our dairy producis and our fat
lamb industry will be in the same position
that wheat oecupies to-day. During the dis-
cussion on the Lauds Estimates the other
evening, the Leader of the Opposition re.
ferred to the wheat wmarket, and alse zo the
pig industry. He said that the pig industiy
eonld be built up. We know that quite weli,
Strange to say, when the price of wheat
went down, many of our wheatgrowers en-
gaged in the pig-raising industry. Imme-
diately the price of wheat began fo rise,
they forgot about the pork side of the busi-
ness, and the means of marketing their
wheat through the pig. They rushed back

1163

to wheat itself, and forgot al' ahout the
pigs. When a man loses his stud Hoek, no
matter what the breed may be, it is very
hard to build it up again. The same thing
may he said of pigs. Possibly in districts
where there is a surplus of skim milk and
huttermilk, a greater inducement is offoved
to people to keep pigs as a sideline. The
time is long past when the wheat-produeing
section of the community should take seri.
ously into consideration the possibility of
organising along the lines snggested, namely

the sale of their wheat ¢through the
pig. The Minister has told us there

15 a definite market for pork and pork
products, and we hope it witl last for some
time. Last vear we exported £26,044 worth
of pork overseas, but at the same time
we imported from the FEastern States
bacon and ham to the value of £76,330.
I am glad to know we have exportad
pork overseas, and that there are possibili-
ties of inereasing the trade. Why not breed
sufficient pigs in Western Australia to en-
able us to retain within our borders the
£76,350 we send to the Bastern States?
Tiis is not a perishable eommodity. When
bacon and ham are cured, they ecan be
stored for considerable periods, whereas
butter cannot be stored without special
supervision, Qur farmers might well take
a serious view of the possibilities of getting
rid of their wheat through the pig-growing
industry. That would create another asset
for Western Australia. Some time must
clapse before we can veach the sataration
point in the matter of expert, or in respect
of over-production for our own require-
ments,

Last vear we cxported overseas £224,360
worth of butter. According to the figures
given to us by the Minister the other even-
ing, that volume of trade will be inereased
this vear. Side by side with butter export
was the despatch overseas last year of
£234,754 worth of fat lambs and mutton.
There was a matter of only £10,000 more in
favour of the fat lamb and mutton trade
than there was in the case of the butter
trade. Tf we export 85,000 boxes of botter
this year as against 64,721 boxes last year,
that will represent a wonderful inerease.
Out of the 64,741 boxes of butter that were
egraded for export last vear, 64,721 went
overseas, which meant that only 20 boxes
remained behind. This shows how good the
grading was. In the last couple of days I
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noticed that people in Great Britain were
endeavouring to stabilise the market for
butter. Major King and Mr. A. W. Wilson,
members of the Australian Dairy Produce
Board, passed through Fremantle recently
on the liner “Oronsay.”” When interviewed
concerning the marketing of dairy produets,
they said—

The Australian and New Zealand hoards
are doing very good work in London in the
organigation and regulation of supplies of but-
ter, and in providing the necessary supervision
over the selling of them,

We need some control so that we may hbe
assured that we have at least an organised
market in England for our surplus butter.
I notieed, too, from yesterday’s paper that a
move is being made (o fix a maximum priee
for butter at Home during the next fortnight.
The price of Kangaroo butter was fixed
at 114s., and pastry butter at 106s. per cwt.
If we average about 110s. a2 box for our
butter, our producers will be greatly en-
couraged. e would like to get more if we
could. When, however, the price drops to
84s., our producers have not the same op-
portunity fo make good.

Herd-testing is a partienlarly important
matter, and the snceess already achieved
under this heading is definitely due to the
activities of the dairying branch of the Agri-
cultural Department. The officers were ve-
sponsible only a few years ago for promot-
ing the system of herd-testing. As a result
of the activities of this seetion of the de-
partment, and the cfforts of those who first
took on herd-test recording, such wonderful
strides have heen made that to-day over
10,000 cows in the State have been dealt
with. Not long ago we were not milking
10,000 cows. Acording to the figures given
to us by the Minister, the average vield of
these 10,000 cows is 203 Ibs. of butter fat.
In the past we had big herds producing
Jarge quantities of milk and of cream, and
at that time the testing question was nof
given much consideration and dairy farmers
believed they tiad good herds. As a vesult
of herd testing, however, it was discovered
that cows which had been considered good
cows should be culled. Some cows in the
herds were then found to average a produc-
tion of 160 Ibs. To-day some of them aver-
age over 400 1lbs, However, the present aver-
age of 203 Ibs. shows that wonderful pro-
gress has been made. A fortnight ago to-
night T had the pleasure of listening to an
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address by Mr. Baron-Hay in the Capel dis-
trict on the subject of herd testing. I was
astounded at the progress made in that dis--
triet. One young man, who had been en-
couraged by the success of others, put in
10 cows for this particular year. He won
handsomely, his average per cow being so
much higher, Possibly it is easy to get 10
cows of that quality, though it might be
difficult to secure a herd of 40 suech cows.
That young fellow has taken advantage of
herd testing so that he may do the right
thing in his business. Thus he will not be
feeding and milking a eonsiderable number
of cows more than are required in order to
get the same result. A sorry feature is that
in the first instanee the Federal Govern-
ment gave the Western Australian Govern-
ment assistaice by way of a grant to en-
courage herd testing. That grant dwindled
year by year as we made progress, until
for this year it is down to a miserable
£1,000. To cover the cost of herd testing
the farmers last year had to find £2,000, and
the State Government, according to the
Estimates, no less than £4,780. The amount
on the Estimates for the current financial
vear rises to £5,479. I understand that the
Federal Government will not in future be
as generous as it has been in the past.

The DMinister for Agrienlture: It has
given us notice not to expect any more.

Mr. WITHERS: That means the farmers
will have to find an increased quota and the
Government also an increased guota to keep
herd testing going. For some time there
has been a good deal of interest taken in
the suggested establishment of a dairying
agricultural college. The Minister has told
us exactly what has happened so far as the
matter has gone. He pointed out that he
had to accept what the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment was prepared to give towards the
establishment of a college factory at Muresk
which college can be used for refresher
courses by those engaged in the dairying
industry. We all acknowledge that in the
circumstances the Minister could do mno
more. We appreciate that if the industry,

which is doing so wonderfully well, is to

progress in future as it should progress, and
become a stronger competitor with the cor-
responding industries in the other States,
further assistance will be required for the
establishment of a dairying agrienltural eol-
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lege. Without being parochial, I consider
there is a place for a dairying agrienltural
college in the dairying district. It is nice
to know of the courses available at Muresk,
but considerably larger numbers could take
advantage of those courses, the ordinary
and the refresher, if the college were estab-
lished nearer the centre of the dairying in-
dusiry. I hope the Minister will not lose
sight of that aspeet. I have here another
letter from the Butler Fat Zone Council of
the Primary Producers’ Association of
Western Australia, dated the 27th August
Iast, which states—

Representations have again been made to the
Hon. the Minister for Agrieulture stressing the
urgent necessity for the establishment of a dairy
college in the South-West, and the support of
all South-West members for this project is
respectfuily requested.

I quote that portion of a long letter to ve-
mind the Minister of the wishes of dairy
farmers in the South-West.

Mr. Marshall: Where do you suggest the
college should he established?

My WITHERS: I have vl chosen a
spot. If I did, I might say “In the Bun-

bury electorate.” But T will not be so
parochial as to suggest that the coliege
should he located in my distriet if its loea-
tion clsewhere would prove of greater henc-
fit to the industry. However, T know where
the Minister can repurchase an estate in the
Bunbury distriet which will be quite suit-
able Lor such a college. T want the Govern-
ment to do the rvight thing by the industry.
Let the eollege be located where it will prove
most serviceable—in the Collic electorate, or
the Wellington or the Forrest or the Nelson
or the Sussex electorate. or in my own. 1
cannot he more fair. Tf I wished to bhe
parochial, 1 could suggest Bunbury. The
member for Nelson (Mr. Doust) dealt ex-
tensively with the tobacco industry, which
wounld be a uvseful adjunct fo the dairving
industry of the South-West. However, if T
tried to add to what the member for Nelson
has said, the whole thing might go up in
smoke.

MR. McLARTY (Murray-Wellington)
[8.18]: All country members are pleased to
see an inereaze in the vote for this depart-
ment. 1 was greatly interested the other
evening when the Minister for Agriculture
unfolded his tale regarding the agrieultural
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and pustoral industries of the Stute. [ was,
however, sorry to hear the doleful siory he
had to tell regarding many of the pastoral
areas, especially in his ewn electorate. We
know what lion-hearted men the pastoral-
ists in the ontback are. They certainly
deserve better fortune than they have ex-
pericnced during the past few years. If is
to be hoped prosperity will soon return with
wood sensons, and that those pastoralists
will be able to recoup soeme ol their heavy
losses. [ agree with the Minister that the
oflicers of the Department of Agrieulturc
generally speaking bave done good work
during the past year. For my part, I find
that when ! approuch them for information
or assistance ou hehalf of auy part of my
constitueney, it is always most willingly
given. References have been made to the
voung farmers’ clubs, 1 am glad indeed to
find that the Agrieultural Departinent and
the Education Department have co-opetated
in every posgible way to assist the move-
ment. By so doing, they are following the
exumple set by other States where the Gov-
ernments realise its importance. The mem-
ber {ur Irwin-dioore (Hon. ¥. D. Kerguson)
commnented upon the shortage of veterinary
surgeons in Western Australia, and that is
indeed a serious matter. T suggested to the
Minister previously that some of the most
promising lads should bhe provided with
scholarships to enable them to take a eourse
in veterinary science.  |f that were done, it
would be necessary to insist upen their re-
siding in Western Australia for a speeified
numher of years on completing theiy studies.
Buch a step would be a striking indication
that the Minister and the Government ap-
preciated the work of the voung farmers
clubs.  The member for Trwin-Moore alsg
referred to the position of the dairying in-
dustry and pointed out that those cneared
in the industry were receiving encouraging
prices and, with the advantage of organised
marketing, were doing fairly well. 1 stress
the fact that organised marketing is vital tc
the industry. T am pleased to say that the
dairy farmers are determined to insist upov
it. They know perfeetly well that, shoulc
they revert to the old system of marketing
they will probably face bad times in the
future. The dairying industry is organisec
in all parts of the world and there an
prohably few industries that are reeylates
to the same extent. That in itself shoulé
demonstrate that organisation in Westerr
Australia is absolutely necessary. Then
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again, in all couniries where the dairying
industry is organised, home consumption
prices obtain,  The Minister knows that
there are those that would hreak down cur
present marketing system. It that end
should be attained, the Government wil]l lose
tremendously, and special efforts should he
made to prevent a breakdown of the system.

The Minister for Agriculture: Special
efforts are being made.

Mr. McLARTY : I mentioned that the pro-
ducers were determined that orderly mar-
keting should continue in the industry, and
I am glad to say that the producers havs
reached a position that will enable them to
oblige those who attempt to break down thai
system, to accept responsibility for their
actions. I would like the Minister to state

- definifely that it is his mtention fo assist the
dairy producers to maintzin the system of
marketing, I asked him some questions in
the House yesterday and, judging from the
answers I received, it would appear that his
attitude is being misrepresented in some
guarters. I hope the Minister will clarify
the position when he replies. Much has been
said about the matter lately and ¥ warn
members that if there is a breakdown in con-
nection with the present marketing system
for butter, it will be serious not only for the
dairy farmers but for the South-West gen-
erally.

Dealing briefly with the whole milk posi-
tion, here again I believe the Minister has
been furnished with so much information
that it is not necessary for me to cover the
whole ground. T have told him already
that if he desires satisfactory results regard-
ing milk supplies in the metropolitan avea,
some form of centralisation must be estab-
lished. I do not suggest that those engaged
in legitimate business should be faced with
confiscation. Centralisation does not mean
that. On the other hand, when milk is sold
at scores of centres, it is not possible for the
Whole Milk Board to police the Act as it
should be and, at the same time, to maintain
prices. I am convineced that, with a system
of centralisation, a betler milk supply could
be provided in the metropolifan area. I
would be prepared to give the board con-
trol of all the milk that is brought into the
metropolitan area.  The member for Bun-
bury (Mr. Withers) referred to the need for
the establishment of an experimental farm in
the South-West. During his speech, the
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Minister referred to some thousamds of
pounds that had been made available to
carry out eertain work at the Muresk Agri-
cultural College. I do not wish to belittle
the work at that institution, becaunse I realise
it is quite good. Nevertheless, if we are to
have an agricultural college in  conneetion
with the dairying industry, the institution
should be established in the heart of the
dairving district.  Apart from the actual
establishment of the college, plant breeding
could be carried on and that is necessary
work. The Minister will agree that fodders
thal can be suecessfully grown at Muresk
will not thrive in the dairying districts. The
requests  repeatedly made by responsible
bodies in the South-West for the establish-
ment of an agricultural college in that part
of the State, are reasonable.

Hon. P. D, Ferguson: Is the Dookie Agri-
cultural Cellege situated in a dairying dis-
trict?

Mr. MceLLARTY: That does not make it
right.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Or the Roseworthy
Agricultural College?

Mr. McLARTY : The dairying indusiry is
expanding in the South-West, where the
population is inereasing more rapidly than
in any other part of the State. When the
irrigation schemes were inaugurated there, a
promise was made that a plant-breeding
farm would be established, and a number of
farmers were induced to take up holdings
because of that undertaking. I suggest that
the proper place for an agrieultural college,
if estahlished, is in an area where both wet
and dry farming can be carried on. I re-
gard the request as reasonsble. T would like
to see some of the money raised for the
Youth and Motherhood Appeal applied to
this purpose.  If we had such 2 college,
many youths in the South-West who are un-
able to attend Muresk would have the oppor-
tunity to study. I hope the Minister will
give serious consideration to this suggestion.
T recently read an article in the “West Aus-
tralian” pointing out the many difficulties in
the way of establishing such a college, hut
T Yelieve its advantages would far outweigh
its cost.

MR. MANN (Beverley) [B8.31]: I desire
to say & few words upon this important
Vote. For years past Avondale Research
Station, which is in my electorate, has played
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an important part in the welfare of the
wheat-growing industry. To-day, however,
the Great Southern is rapidly beeoming a
sheep-producing distriet, While at Quaira-
ding recently, a suggestion was made to me
that Avondale should be utilised for experi-
mental work in pastures. During the last
few years, areas to the east and west of
Beverley, and from thenee down the Great
Southern railway, have come into promi-
nence because they have been planted with
subterranean clover. Land that ten years
ago was worth about 13s. an acre is rapidly
improving in value because of fodder pro-
duction. We have been taught that the
basis for building up our lands is subter-
ranean clover and top-dressing. Two farms
in Beverley have been treated in this way

for a period of three years, but we have yet’

to leam a lot about pastures. I hope that
more land in that distriet will be utilised
for pastures, so that the lamb-raising indus-
try may be developed, but experiments
should be made to ascertain the carrying
capacity of the land. I myself can visua-
lise vast areas in the distriet being devoted
to the lamb-raising industry
Minister will have an annual day at Avon-
dale, as he did some time ago, and endea-
vour to train the farmers in pasture work.

T wish to touch briefly on the land nues-
tion. We are fortunate in this State in
baving at the University the services of so
competent an authority as Professor Nichels.
While tatking to him recently on the
question of lamh production, he informed
me that he was dealing with the prob-
lem of correet areas and right feed-
ing, subjects in which the farmers to-
day are not thovoughly versed. We have
certain set ideas about lamb production, but
the professor is making a special study of
it and we are eagerly awaiting the results
of that study. We have an unlimited mar-,
ket for fat lambs. We are in the fortunate
position that our lambs arrive at the Lon-
don market when it is bare, at the end of
the season. I prediet that before many
vears pass thousands of acres in the South-
West now devoted to the dairying industry
will be utilised for fat-lamb raising. Ouwr
future to a great extent depends npon that
industry, and that is why I ask the Minis-
ter to make Avondale available for research
work in pastures.

T hona tha
hope

T would like to ecompliment the Minister
upon the work done hy the departmert with
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the small amount of money at its isposal,
To my mind, the Department of Agriculture
is the most important Government depart-
went in the State. The Lands Departient
hes gone a eertain distance, but the Agri-
culiural Department will go mueh further.
We Lave no young men studying vetecinary
science. As a matter of faet, no induce-
ment exists for youths to take up this
study; the course is five years, the same
as for a doetor.

Mr., Doney: And it is just as expensive.

Mr. MANN: Yes, and when a young man
has completed his veterinary course, he re-
ceives the meagre salary of £330 a year.
Make no mistake, we are living in an age
of research. We have to cope with the
numerous diseases that affliet our stock,
and that is where the veterinarian must
play a prominent part. Some people have
an idea that heecause farmers to-day use
tractors, we no longer require the services
of veterinarians; but I venture to say that
these men will play an extremely important
part in our agrieultural industry. I hope
assistance will be given to young men, in
ihe form ot bursaries, to enable them to
study this science. We have many young
men who eould easily qualify, but they have
not the funds. These young men, it pro-
perly trained, would he an asset to the
State.

MR. WILLMOTT (Sussex) [8.35]: I de-
sire to touch on one or two points regarding
the South-West. First, the rabbit is becom-
ing a serious pest, partieularly in the Nan-
nup area. Unfortunately, there are vacant
group holdings in the East Nannup country
which are breeding places for the rabbit. I
desire fo impress on the Minister the neces-
sity for devising some means whereby the
Government ean poison the rabbits on the
vacant holdings. There is a great number
of vaeant blocks. The settlers on the ocen-
nied blocks are doing their best to eradieate
the vabbit, but their efforts are rendered
nugatory beeause of the faet that the rab-
bits breed on the vacant areas. T should
like the Minister to do what he possibly ean
to assist to eradicate the pest.

Mr. Needham: What about the virus?

Mr, WILLMOTT: T have spoken to the
Minister ahout the virus on many occasions
and know he is doing his best to approach
the Commonwealth Government on that
matter, Another serions handieap in the
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South-West is the ahsence of veterinarians.
In portions of my electorate the cattle are
affected with a disease known as “falling.”
Up to the present, neither the cause of nor
the cure for this disease has been discovered.
A veterinary surgeon has been in the district
for some time studying the disease, but I
ask the Minister to grant further as-
sistance in an effort to stamp it out. The
disease oceurs for about a month only in
each year—about this time of the year, from
the middle of September to the middle of
October. During those two months I have
known some settlers to lose 10 or 12 cows.
This represents a very heavy loss indeed.
Recently T assisted a seftler who latelv ar-
rived from New Zealand to take up a block
in the Sussex electorate and he was onlv two
days on his holding when two of his cows
died. That was enough to break the man's
heart. T have been to the Agricultural De-
partment on several oceasions and was
pleased when AMr. Baron Hay told me re-
eently that a doctor had heen sent fo the
Sounth-West to assist the vetervinary surgeon
in that area. I hope he will suceced in find-
ing the cause of and a enre for the diseasc.

The member for Bunbury and the member
for Murray-Wellington spoke of the people
in those areas beine very keen fo sceure an
agricultural eollege or research station for
the distriet. The CGovernment has a pro-
perty in the South-West that we consider
could easily be eonverted into an agricnltural
college or research stafion in orvder that the
voung men of the district could he topped up
in their knowledge and enconraged to under-
take dairying. T fully agree with the re-
marks of the member for Murray-Welling-
ton. Tt is all verv well to spend monev at
Muresk, but we need a college in the areas
where the dairying is actwally earried on.
T am sure that monev spent there would be
well spent; it would he far hetter than
spending the money at a place to which the
young men from the South-West cannot
afford either the time or the expense to go.
Sueh a college established in the South-West
wonld meet an urgent need.

The Minister for Agricnlture: You know
that we could nat have eot it at all if it
had not heen at Muresk.

Mr. WILLMOTT: But surely it would be
a far better proposition to expend the money
in the district where the dairying is earried
on. I appreeiate the zood work done hy
the department in the matter of herd-testing.
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This is one of the most important factors
making for success in the dairying industry.
It is the only way in which the dairy farmer
can determine which of his herd are good
cows, and which arc poor cows. A farmer

" eannot afford to keep a eow that is not giv-

ing suffictent production to pay for its keep,
but if he can ascertain which are the un.
profitable beasts, he can turn them over to
the butcher, or otherwise dispose of them.
[ appreciate the work done by the depart-
ment along these lines.

MR. PATRICK (Greenough) {8.43]: I
ghould like to tender my congratulations lo
the olficers of the department who are
quictly efiicient and are doing wonderful
work for the agricultural eommunity. Un-
fortunately, there is one thing that they
cannot supply and that is rain, which is
urgently needed. Undoubtedly this has been
one of the most difficult seasons cver ex-
perienced in Western Australia. On quite
& number of ocensions the outlook seemed
hopeless, but then a little vain feli, sufficient
to carry on the crops for a while longer.
We have had a most unusual sequence in the
past four seasons, In the distriet where my
farming intevests nre situated, reeords have
heen kept for no fewer than 36 years, and
in the whole of that period there has not
heen o suecession of four years of low rain-
fall sueh as we have just experienced, [n
fact, almost invariably an unusually dry
vear has been followed by an exceplionally
wet year.  This season there seems to be a
lack of good finishing rains; a good down-
pour is badly needed, particularly on the
eastern fringe. In addition, this vear has
been quite different from last year in that
we have already had a touel of verv het
weather. Last Saturday I was in one of the
northern aveas east of a siding named
Binny, on the Ajana railway—a settlmnent
called Balla—and the temperature was 100
degrees. On the previous day, I was in-
formed, the tempevature had been 93, The
settlers stated that if rain did not fall there
within a week. very liftle wheat would he
harvested.

Somp people might consider that tho-e
settlers have gone out into rather doubtful
country, hut it is wonderful wheat country.
One settler who has his home farm at
Dindiloa, on the Upper Chapman, and his
fariming property at Balla, has averaged
8Y5 bags in nine conseentive scasons on one
piece of land without fallow. This vear he
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will reap very little. When a farmer can
got such a return over mnine consecutive
vears, we can conelude that it is fairly safe
farming country.

One of the troubles associated with dry
srasons is that various pesis are prevalent.
In my distriet the rved mite is affeeting the
pastures badly, and in various parts of the
northern districts there are outhreaks of the
grasshopper pest.  One feature that the
department might investigate—it is a mys-
tery to me—is that this year there is a
plagne of grasshoppers at Mingencw, and
angther at Binnu, 140 miles distant, and
practically no sign of the pest in the inter-
vening country. The question is how the
outbreaks occurred in such widely seattered
places—places where they had never ap-
peared before,

AMr. Warner: They must have been starved
out of my distriet.

Mr. PATRICK: They must have taken a
very long hop to cover 140 miles. In snme
parts of the district, sueh ax Carnamah,
where last year the settlers poizoned heavily,
there are practically no grasshoppers this

- tha haok avia L4, 21
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pest will be a run of normal winters with a
rood rainfall,  This vear we have had low
prices to add to onr diffienlties, and, with
these low prices, we have had a ri~sing tide
of costs. A reeent banking eireular statesd
that sinee 1936-37 the export price intlex
hat fallen—to June, 1938—by a laree
amonnt and yet the Australian internal sell-
ine prices of commadities had risen eon-
siderably.  If those conditions continue, the
writing-down of properties, as I have pre-
viously pointed out, nax prove to be nseless.

Undoubtedly land settlement was poshol
aut toe far and too rapidly. The other dax
T picked up an old volume issued hy the De-

partment  of Acrienlture, entitled “The
Settlers’ Guide and Farmers' TTandhook.”
I wrate for the book when T was on the

goldfields befare T took np land. The date
is 1897, hut that was not the vear in whieh
T took up land; it was the only volume oh-
tainable at the time. Tn it there is a note
of conservatism and eaation that did not
appear later. TFor instanee, speaking about
the New Noveia distriet, the handhook said—
The land i3 rich. Tt is the seanty rainfall
and the short scason that makes wheatgrowing
somewhat precarious.
With regard to the Greenough flats it said
that the chief dvawback of the distriet was
the' uncertainty and insufficienex of the
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rains, and that nearer Geraldton -cattle
thrived when drought did not make feed
searce. Members can see how cautious the
authorities were In those days.

Hon. C. G. Latham: It was lack of know-
ledge.

Mr. PATRICK: Here is another extraet
that may interest the Minister for Lands.
This was contributed by Mr. E. Roberts, of
Yatheroo, who stated that he would rather
horrow privately than from the land bank
{Agricultural Bank). He added that if a
man should, through some special misfor-
tune, be unable to meet his oblizations, he
may prevail upon an individual lender to be
lenient with him, bui that the bank was
governed by statute and if a man did not
punctually pay up he must be sold up. Not
only in regard to ideas ahout the land, but
about our agricultural eonditions have
opinions changed. The authorities in thnse
days were rather over-cantious. They prac-
ticallv eondemned the Greenough Flats and
the New Norcia and Geraldton eountry he-
cause thev said there was not a sufficient
eainfall, Their susceasors rather thiew can-
tion to the winds and a series of Aericul-
tural Bank loans followed the very pre-
eartous gettlement. Band prices have been
overhauled to some extent, hut a great deal
of overhauling yet remains to be done. Some
country has heen settled that is neot only
deficient in rainfall, but, as some of the
members of the Light Lands Royal Com-
mission know, part of it is also deficient as
regards soil.  Co-ordination hetween the ex-
perts of the Agrienltural Department and
the Lands Department might have saved
many tragedies in land settlement. To save
a eollapse of the wheat market, an armange-
ment must he arrived at between the lead-
ing exporting countries. An arrangement
of that sort was made some vears ago, but
hroke down when the Arzentine failed to
abide by the agreement. To-day there is a
tremendous surplns of wheat over what is
requived by importing countries. and a
quota of same kind will have to he fixed.
Tn Western Australin some cistricts must
continue to grow wheat. for there is prae-
Heally no alternative for them. Tt will he
to the advantage of other districts, however,
those that are more fortunately situated,
to oive ereater attentinn to livestock. In
the past when wheat prices were low,
farmers did turn their attention meore in
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that direction. When prices rose, however,
the area under wheat was increased. Many
lessons may be learned with respect to over-
cropping of wheat. In the first place, it is
definitely bad farming practice. Over-crop-
ping is one of the main eauses of soil ero-
sion, to which the Minister referred. It also
results in loss of soil fertility, which ean
only be maintained by extending the periods
hetween ecropping and the greater develop-
ment of the livestock side of the business.
This is elementary farming praectice. The
continual growing of erops must represent
a strain npon the soil fertility. In cases
where livestock can be carried, it is good
farming practice to maintain the retnrns on
an even basis over a series of years. The
Council of Scientifie and Industrial Re-
search a week or two ago issued a statement
concerning reserves of feed. I noticed when
travelling in the Eastern States, particularly
in South Australia, that farmers were carry-
ing reserves. On all the farms I saw were
standing out in the paddocks haystacks con-
stituting reserves against dryv seasons. In
the rich Riverina eountry of XNew Sounth
Wales everything was bhare and there were
no reserves of any kind. Dr. A. R. Cal-
laghan, of the Roseworthy Agricultural Col-
lege—he is the present principal-—has heen
making some interesting experiments. He
says he is attempting to show the farmers
of South Australian what can be done by
way of assnring a continuity of stock-
carrying capacity. What was considered to
be a maximum was reached, and endeavours
were being made to mainfain this hy re-
serves of feed accumulated in good years.
The arca of the college farm is 1,979 acres,
containing, roughly, 800 peres of fallow, 800
acres of crop, and 570 acres of pasture. Tt
rarries the equivalent of 0.92 sheep per
acre, and these have been carried continually
over the years of the experiments. This sys-
tem prevents violent fluctuations of stock
according to the season. We know that the
general enstom is to stoeck up more heavily
in a good season. The result is when a dry
season comes along the farmer has fo sell a
proportion of his stock, probably at any
price he can get, and when good seasons re-
turn he has to huy other stoek to take its
place. All this ean be avoided not by tem-
porarily inereasing the nmmber of stock in
good years, but by placing surplus fodder
to reserves. 1 should like to seec many dis-
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tricts now producing wheat concentrate more
on stock. The present Minister for Works,
when Minister for Agriculiure, onee tra-
velled over the State with the Director of
Agriculture, wrging the farmers to grow
mare wheat and put up a record crop. That
might have looked all right, but it was un-
doubtedly had farming practice.

The Minister for Works: I did not advo-
cate had farming but better farming.

Mr. PATRICK: The Minister advocated
an increase in the area under wheat so that
the State might put up a record.

The Minister for Works: You are wrong
there,

Mr. PATRICK: The Minister for Works
may not have been the Minister, but I do
remember the eampaign. A good practical
policy for the Agricunltural Department to
preach would be the maintenance of soil fer-
tility in suitable districts by less eropping
and more livestock; also, the continuity of
stock-carrying capacity by fodder reserves.
The department should watch the interesting
experiments now being carried out by Dr.
Callaghan in South Australia. If a high
stock-carrying eapacity can be maintained
over a scries of years, by building up re-
serves of fodder in good seasons, the policy
wonld be a wise one. T am pleased to know
the Minister is encouraging experiments in
fat lambs at the Chapman State Farm. A
large area of couniry suitable for the fat
lamb industry is well served by the port of
Geraldton. Part of that arvea, the Upper
Chapman Valley, Northampton, Greencugh
and Dongarra, is not suitable for growing
grain. It is too wet in a normal season for
wheatzrowing and is more suitable for stock-
raising. These econditions would undouhtedly
be of advantage in the production of early
lambs., Even in the ease of merino sheep,
many prominent sheep breeders have proved
they can lamb their ewes as early as January
by nsing Jupins, which evidently have the
same quality as green feed when given to
ewes. Another direction in which I presume
experiments will be made is the obtaining of
the hest type of lamb for the district. The
department has saggested a type which it
considers best; but the distriet is a very
early one, and perhaps a still better fype
could be ohtained. I note that at Roseworthy
Agrienliural College they advoeate s Dorset
Merino cross ewe mated with a Southdown
ram. There they put lambs on the market
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as early ag the 4th June, and secure very
high prices. The cwes are fed to some ex-
tent on ensilage. Personally I believe there
are greal possibilities in the Geraldton dis-
trict, especially if freczing works are estab-
lished at the port. 1T shall not detain the
Committee longer but conelude by congratu-
lating the Minister on the excellent staff he
has and on the wonderful work that staff is
doing for the agricultural industry.

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York) [92]:
There are only two or three matters T wish
to refer to. While listening to the Min-
ister's account of the very good work ddone
by the departmental officers—which T know
to be a faet, particularly as regards thaze
who are investigating agrienltural pests and
seeking to improve sced and variety of seed
to bring ahout incrcased prodnetion and
analysing the soll with a view to insreasing
its fertility—I was struck by the faet thar
the officers are assisting owr primary indus-
tries in a general way. What concerns me
most, and what I am a little worried ahont
—the Minister made no reference to ii—is
how it will ho possible lu increase ie prices
of the commodities that our produncers have
to se!l within the State, T am not referring
particularly to wheat and wool now, but to
what may be termed the lesser industries.
These people deserve a better lot. During
the last week T have had opportunitics of
travelling around among the small farmers
in close proximity to the city, and for the
first time I have seen women and girls
working in market gardens in Western Aus-
tralia.

Member: Was that at Osborne Park?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Xot only at
Oshorne Park, but not very far from here.
I was reminded of what I saw in Germany,
where there is a standard of living alte-
gether different from ours. I am not blam-
ing the Minister at ail; it is not his fault.
However, it does bring home the fact that
certain people here are not able to enjoy
the standard of living of whieh we hoast and
which we desire everyone in Western Auns-
tralia to have. The only way {o improve
the position 15 by investigation of better
methods for fixing prices of the commodities
produced by these people. We have changed
our system very much in Western Australia,
and that applies to Australin generally. It
is about time we altered the system of hav-
ing people bring their produets along and

ask, “What will you pay for them?” Reason-
able prices should be fixed. The Minister
told us about the vast quantities of vege-
tables brought to the ¢ity and =old for next
to nothing. Recently I noticed an instance
of a truckload of canliflowers being sold for
next to nothing. Probably it is the law of
supply and demand operating; probably also
there is a supply greater than the demand.
We have consistently helieved that to a cer-
tain extent the difficulty eould be overcome
hy co-operative efforts. Unfortunately it
cannot. Some other steps will have to be
taken to improve the lot of our small farm-
ers. This remark applies not only to the
vegetable grower, but also to the fruit-
grower, the egg producer, and all those
engaged in the smaller primary industries.
After all, our prosperity can be judged only
by the standard of living we give to our
people generzally. It is unfair to expect these
small men fo produce commodifies and sell
them at next to no profit to persons receiv-
ing far better wages. In those circum-
stances it is not to be expected that they
will remain on the land. Now, every man
whe leoves the land {5 & compelitor of wen
who have to seek emplovment in the form
of manual Iabhour. There will have to be
some organised system of marketing, and for-
this legislation is required. If the Minister
will give consideration to that aspect, we
on this side of the Chamber shall be very
elad indeed to belp him.

The member for South Fremantle (Mr.
Fox) introduced a Bill for the marketing
of eggs. It is possible to produce eggs here
at a payable price during certain months of’
the year. FEggs then are scarce. During
other months there is a glut in the egg
market. We have difficulty now in regard
to our surplus in eggs, and shall not be able
to dispose of that surplus by exporting. I
wish the Minister wonld set aside one of his
officers to investigate marketing in this
State so that we may see whether a better
standard of living cannot bhe given to our
small producers.

While the price of wheat is low—the
member for Bunbury (Mr, Withers) men-
tioned this—it is a great advantage for the
farmer to be able to turn his attention to
the production of pork. I have here some
figures relating to a farmer at Wongan
Hills. The member for Bunbury mentioned
that I had seid we could turn to the produe-
tion of pork. Now, the man at Wongan Hills
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sent down 90 pigs, excellent bacouners, and

they rveturmed him £297, That is an
average of £3 OGs. per pig. Then
bhe sent down 97 others, and they

brought him a net return of £303, an aver-
age £3 2s, 3d, Taking into aceount the
quantity of wheat required to feed those
pigs, the return represents 3s, per bushel
I understand there is quite a good market
overseas for perk. The Light Lands Royal
Commission, with which I was associated,
especially stressed that aspeet. True, it
takes some time to breed up niee stoek;
but pigs ean be bred fairly frequently. Let
the Minister get the farmers on to the right
type. The aim should be to get a standard
pig. I will not particularise, but I believe
a cruss between Berkshire and Tamworth is
quite a good eross. Still, that is a matter
for the experfs who have improved the ex-
port lamb for us, I bhelieve there are
amongst them men quite eapable of im-
proving our pigs for export purposes. If
we can change the value of wheat from 2s,
6d. per bushel to 5s. per bushel by feed-
ing the wheat to pigs, we accomplish some-
thing worth while. As the member for
Bunbury pointed out, when wheat reaches
a payable price; somewhere befween 3s. 6d.
and 4s. per bushel, people will not inecur
the oxtra work of disposing of their wheat
through pork, but will market the wheat
direct. To turn it into pork requires a eon-
siderahle amount of lahour.

We have attempted in this State to build
up a eo-operative system, We have tried
to ineuleate in the minds of the people the
advaniages of a co-operative sy=tem. Buf,
unfortunately, that has not overeome our
diffienlties. We have had to turn our at-
tention to a svmpathetie Minister eontrol-
ling a sympathetic department for assis-
tanee in marketing our products at fair
and reasonable prices. Members silting on
the Country Party benches do not desirve to
exploit the publie, but they demand that the
Government shall give eonsideration to the
provision of a decent standard of living
for the men on the land, particularly the
small farmers with holdings around the
metropolitan area. When we see the wives
and voungsters of settlers having fo go out
into the gardens and work in an endeavour
to eke out sufficient to obtain a bare exis-
tenee, the neecessity for that becomes most
apparent. T appeal to the Minister to con-
sider whether it is not possible to intro-
duee lewislation to deal with marketing in
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a general way. Faetors operating in the
present situation inelude the economic con-
ditions throughout Australia and the world
generally, and the intense nationalism
apparent in so many direetions. 1f we can-
not secure for the farmers a reasonable
standard of living through the law of supply
and demand operating in the eustomary
way, we must legislate so as to assure them
a fair return. If the Minister were to in-
troduce such legislation as I have indicated,
Opposition members would assist him in every
possible way. We cannot do so, beeause
such a measure would necessarily involve
some expenditure, I do net care what form
it may take. I would fix reasonable prices
tor all commodities, or else allow those pro-
ducing the commodities themselves to fix
reasonable prices. We do not suggest any
more than the labourer asks through the
Arbitration  Court, the manufacturer
through the Tariff Board, or those other
people who are in the happy position of
being able to fix their own prices for the-
commodities they produce. The privileges
enjoyed by those sections of the community
should also be extended to the men on the
land. If there is a change of Government
in the near future, the first legislation we
shall introduee will be to provide the far-
mers with a standard of living equal to that
we make possible for other scetions of the
community,

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
{Hon. F. J. 8. Wise—Gascornc—in reply)
[9.12]: Although the Agrieultural Depart-
meni’s Estimates have provoked considerable
disenssion, T do not wish te prolong the de-
hate, but T feel it inecumbent upon me to
reply to a few points that have been made.
Ay to the many phases of the departmental
activities that were eriticised or praised, T
chall see that the comments of members, fair
ar otherwige, are conveved to those con-
eerned.

Hon. P. D. Fergusoh: They were all fair.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Prohably they will be received with some
appreciation, although not much by way of
results may follow upon the advice so
readily tendered to the departmental officers.
The memher for Williams-Narrogin (Mr.
Donexr) sought information with regard to
an application from a certain rural organisa-
tion for consideration in conneetion with the
free distribution of baits for wild dogs and
other vermin. He sugeested that the depart-
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ment should adopt the method practised in
Queensland and distribute, at no charge to
the settler, all the baits required for bis
purposes. The method adopted in Queens-
land is that the department undertakes to
mix strychnine with brisket fat and sends
the baits out in 250 lots to scttlers on ap-
plication.

Mr. Patrick: Free?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes. The member for Williams-Narrogin
suggested that the Government would
greatly assist the farmers if it also adopted
that practice.

Mr. Doney: Provided vou were assured as
to suitability.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It is a long time now sinece I made inquiries
regarding this particular projeet. I eould
see certmin difficultics, and also very little
difliculty in the farmer doing it himself for
next to nothing. In Western Australia we
have had experience in the distribution of
poison haits to farmers, as a vesult of which
we found that consignments were left un-
elaimed and unwantad ot covkain railway
stations. When distributing strychnine on
a wholesale scale, it is cssential to exercise
great care. If baits are distributed in
buandles of 250 each, such a supply may be
far too great for the requirements of some
whe may apply for them. A farmer may
possibly spread them freely to get rid of
them, or he may put his surplus baits away
and then forget them. That would he a
menace, for instance, to children. Sinee the
specified dose of strychnine elfectively to
destroy a wild dog is one-third of a grain,
an ounee of stryehnine, which costs roughly
about 2s. 6id., at which price vermin hoards
can seenre supplies throngh the Government,
will provide over 1,000 doses. On inquiry
I find that the practice adeopted in Queens-
land eould quite as rveadily he adopted here
with the uwse of mutton fat or the ordinary
fat available on a farm. Tt will be seen,
therefore, that a farmer could apply to the
loeal vermin hoard for an ounce of strveh-
nine that would provide him with 1,000
doses at a cost of 2z, 6d., plus the value of
the fat he used on the farm. The guestion
was submitted to the head of the vermin
braneh of the Agtieultural Department, and
that officer’s adviee was that as the cost in-
volved was so small, no good reason ecould
he advanced why the Government should be
expecteld to undertake the work. There iz
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undoubtedly an element of danger in the
wholesale distribution of poison in the man-
ner suggested. The member for Swan (Mr.
Sampson) apparently has some grudge
against the department. There may be a
reason, and I have a strong suspicion as to
what it is. Possibly I should act in a kindly
manner and not mention the rcason. There
is ne douht he was not quite fair in his com-
ments regarding ecalf elubs when he sug-
gested that the Agrieultural Department bad
done nothing in the matter. That eonten-
tion was wrong. One reason why I did not
butt in is the same as my reason for not
butting into the affairs of the Narrogin
School of Agriculture. The reason is that
the coneerns are actively handled, in the
main, by the Eduncation Department. The
memher for Swan should know that that is
the explanation. As to his complaint re-
garding  Mr. Willoughby Lance and his
breeding of queen bees, I wish merely to say
that althongh a deputation did desirve to wait
upon me to discuss the extension of that
officer’s term with the department, I con-
gider that the requirements of any individual
or group of individuals in reiation ic one
man, should not be the subject of a deputa-
tion. The fullest consideration is being given
to the choice of Mr. Lance's snceessor, who
will be trained in the work hefore that offi-
cor's vefirement. T hope that that appoint-
ment will he made shortly. One other obser-
vation among the many T noted and one of
the few to which T desire to refer, was that
from the mrmber for Murray-Wellington
regavding the Dairy Products Marketing
Regulation Board. He said I should
concern myself eonsiderably in an endeavour
to preserve that board. I do not know
whether he is aware of the faet, hut if I
have n orev hair or two on my head, the
eause ig attributable to my concern regarding
that matter. T have concerned myself ahount
this matter, which has threatened the whole
strueture of the hoard, and T hope to finalise
it before the middle of next month. T have
taken serious steps to bring about that
result. .

Rezarding the breeding of standard types
of pigs, I would like to say, for the henefit
of the Leader of the Opposition, that that
is a matter in whieh this State can claim it
has ‘done even more than has the State of
Victoria. For several years we have been
engaged in raising various cross-breds, and
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freezing different types of ecarcases, which
we have sent separately to the London mar-
ket. 'We have had reports during the past
three vears showing how those pigs fatten,
how e¢asy they are to raise and the actual
value of the different crosses with which we
have been experimenting. We had a model
made of the type that has proved so suceess-
ful in this State. That model was en exhi-
bition at the Sydney Royal Show, and was
highly ecommended by overseas buyers as
well as by Ausiralian breeders. The remarks
of the Leader of the Opposition are there-
fore somewhat belated. The department is
now employing more veterinary surgeons
than it has ever employed. To me, this mat-
ter secems to be an unfortunate complex in
most districts. People think that the respon-
sibility for veterinary services should be the
Government’s, that there is no room at all
for private practitioners.

Mr. Doney: There are some private prac-
titioners.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I rcalise that, but the general plea is for
more veterinary surgeons employed by the
department. Mueh consideration has been
given to this matter. An effort has been
made to obtain trainees in their fourth year
from the Sydney University. We have be-
spoken some graduates and, while there is
still need for them here, we hope shortly to
fill that need. I have no further comments
to make at present; but all the matters that
have been raised hy members and that re-
quire investigation will certainly have close
attention.

Ytem, Salaries, £48,350.

Mr. DONEY: There has been a suhstan-
tial inerease in this ifem. Will the Minister
give the Committee information as to what
branches are concerned and what work the
officers do?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Portion of the amonnt is accounted for by
the inerense in the basic wage; £2,500 is ac-
counted for by the faet that certain part-
time officers have, during 1937-38, been
transferred to the permanent staff; the sum
of £1.100 is provided for new appointments;
and the sum of about £1.000 is for farm
managers who have been in the serviee for
a long time and have applied for transfer
fo the permanent staff. The salaries of those
officers are included in the item, instead of
in the item for the wages staff.

|ASSEMBLY. |

Item,
£410. .

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON : Will the Minis-
ter inform the Committee of the reason for
the decrease in assistance to the poultry in-
dustry? That industry is extending con-
siderably, so it would appear that it should
receive greater assistance,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
There is a particular reason for the de-
erease. Some expenditure that was ineurred
in grading and handling will not have to be
faced this year.

Assistance to Poultry Industry,

Item, Rabbit and other Vermin eradication
and Upkeep of Rabbit-proof feneing,
£13,800.

Mr. SEWARD: Will the Minister inform
the Committee the reason for the inerease in
this item? In several places in my district
where formerly gates in fences were always
shut, they are now left open.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Most of that increase is due to the increase
in the basic wage. Additional work is being
donc at one part of the fence.

Mr. DONEY: Has the Minister had rea-
son to change his opinion about the continun-
ance of the rabbit-proof fence?

Item, Subsidies and Grants to Royal Agri-
enltural Society and other Bodies that may
be authorised, £475.

Hon. P. D, FERGUSON: Will the Minis-
ter inform the Committee what portion of
the amount is for subsidies to the Royal
Agricultural Society and to what extent
other bodies will participate in the grant?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The subsidy to the Royal Agricultural So-
ciety is £400, which is the amount usually
granted to the society. The amount has
been varied from time to time so that spe-
cial support may be given for distriet ex-
hibits. As a matter of faet, £50 has been
given to the Gascoyne Producers’ Associa-
tion to help that association with its exhi-
bit at the Royal Show.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—College of Agriculture, £14870:

Mr. MecLARTY : The member for Sussex
and I mentioned the need for the estab-
lishment of an agrieultural eollege in the
South-West.
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The CHATRMAN: No item is provided
for an agricultural college in the South-
West,

Vute put and passed.

Vote—Education, £738,500:

THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. F'. J. 8. Wise—Gascoyne) [9.28]: We
Lad o long discussion on this subject last
night, so 1t i3 hardly necessary for me,
after having spoken at length on it then,
to go over the same ground again. Some
particulars, however, call for special alten-
tion and were outside the scope of that
motion. The Estimates Loy this year show
an increase of over £21,000. Of that amount,
the sum of £16,000 represents salary in-
ereases, and the sum of £3,211 is for equip-
ment and incidentals. Salary increases
are due to additions to the staff at the
Training College, promotional inereases,
and other stalt increases. This ycar the
appropriation amounts to £758,300. While
that seems to be 2 tremendous sum for a
Staie with such a small population, many
laudable requests ave still being received
and a much grealer sum couid be spent had
we the wherewithal to provide for the
many exeellent expansions desired by the
department.

The expendilure on new buildings Iast
veur was £67,199, compared with £50,681 in
the previous year. Of the total £32,383
was provided from general loan funds for
new buildings and additions to buildings,
while Consolidated Revenue provided
£14,816 for renovations and other services.
Members arve aware that the department in-
tends to erect a distriet high sehool at Ger-
ald@ton to provide facilities for post-primary
education, with Geraldton as the centre.
That school will be able to tap goldfields
distriets and will mark a forward move-
ment in the activities of the depariment.
The total number of schools now open is
$43. of which 64 are assisted schools cater-
ine for children with an attendance as low
as five. There has been a considerable in-
crease in  the number of classes con-
ducted at the Technical College.  Classes
have been established in some of the lar-
ger country centres to provide facilities
there. We are boping that this work can
he extended. Great assistance has been
ziven by organisations in those distriets to
establish such classes. Last night I deslt
at length with the work of the correspon-
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dence classes. All possible eneouragement
is being given to the pupiis of those classes,
even to the extent of special scholarships,
and there is no doubt that the extensions
made are rendering excellent service.

Mr. Doney: I think that is recognised.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: In
the sphere of technieal edueation we hope
turther to extend the services that have
heen available in recent years. Last year
4,836 students were enrolled in technieal
schools, a marked inerease on any previous
figure. Last year it was found necessary tu
provide 30 additional elasses.

References will have been noticed in the
Press to the Government’s intention to pre-
serve the present site of the Perth Techni-
eal Collegr. Investigations in vegard to
foundations ave being made and the first
portion of i new block will he commenced
on fhe Bazaar Terrace front. Before the
end of the financial year we hope that a
great deal of the existing congestion will
have been obviated, and we expeet to be able
to eater for domestic seience and manual
training classes in another block to e
erccted behind the present main building on
the St. George’s Terrace front. Everything
is being done to speed up that work so that,
although much of the accommodation is
purely temporary—nevertheless, it is snit-
able for earrving on in a temporary way—
we hope ta do away with portion of the
existing structure and cater for additional
students. At the Teachers’ Training Col-
lege we have reverted to the 12 months'
course. Although there has been a consider-
able inercase in the number of frainees, we
shall not be undertaking the six months’
course as in the past. This will lead to a
move satisfactory flow and to better train-
ing. Members of country districts are aware
that we have not only advoeated, but put
into effect the policy of consolidating small
schools wherever two or three sehools adja-
cont to a larger eentre can be closed and the
children conveyed to the larger school.
Wherever that policy ecan he applied econn-
mieally it will be pursued. This will result
in more efficient teaching and better results
for the department.

TUseful work has been dene in co-opera-
tion with the Health Department. Last
vear 11,789 children in the metropolitan
area and 8,280 children in country distriets
were medically examined, an increase of 20
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per cent. on the numbers for the previous
year. We have three dental officers who
visited 40 schools and gave attention to 3,380
children. The minor activities of the de-
partment, which also are of importance,
need not be given special mention, unless
there is some particular point that a member
wishes to raise, but a tribute should be paid
to the work of the associations of parents
and citizens that do so much in the counfry
distriets fo further the interests of the chil-
dren. Very important work is being done
by the members of those organisations, often
at some saerifice to themselves. Whether in
more favoured districts wherein people live
who can afford certain developments in their
school grounds or in districts where poorer
people live, there has heen mno lack of
enthusiasm in the endeavours to assist the
department and do more for the children.
Admittedly we are spending what appears
to be a very large sum on education in this
State, but I am sure it is simply an invest-
ment for future citizens.

MRS. CARDELL-OLIVER (Subiaco)
[9.37]: Can the Minister give any guarantce
that the children in the sehools will be sup-
plied with milk? We had a deputation to
him and he was sympathetie, but I should
like to have some practical demonstration of
his sympathy. The Free Milk Council repre-
sentatives have visited a large number of
schools and have discovered Lhat many
children are under-nourished. Some of
them have parents who can well afford to
give them proper nourishment, but still they
are under-nourished. Other parents cannot
afford to give their children a ration of milk.
Teachers have informed me that in some
instances the children cannot learn after 10
or 10.30 in the morning; they are physically
unfit. T eould not help thinking that while
50 many grants have been made to other
objects—all of importance, of course—this
grant should be made for the children who,
in my opinion, should come first. The
reason I wished to speak about this matter
—T hope you will not eall me to order, Mr.
Chairman—iwas that in one school although
there are a lot of under-nourished children,
we cannot supply them with milk beecanse
the milkman of the district has not a
bottling plant, and as we supply only
bottled milk, he cannot undertake the busi-
ness. He is the only man in the district
with a license. While the member for
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Murray-Wellington was speaking about
centralising the work, I could not help
thinking of this particular place. Another
man in the distriet would have put in a
bottling plant if he could have obiained a
license. It seems, therefore, that when cen-
tralisation is indulged in two sides of the
question have to be considered. We have
lately visited many road board and muni-
cipal areas. The local anthorities have all
been sympathetic. The Government might
work in with the road boards and muniei-
palities. I cannot say authoritatively, but
I do think they might be appreoached to help
in giving milk to the children on a fifty-fifty
basis with the Government. In Subizeo we
are peeuliarly placed. The arca is small hut
it contains a number of schools. In the
main school, in Bagot-road, the children’s
seats have been in the establishment for
over 30 years. Many of them are in a had
condition. The grounds, too, are in need of
attention. I hope the Minister will, in his
reply, tell me what can be done with respeet
to supplies of milk for the children. We
could perhaps do without the extra scats,
but fthe children must bhe nourished. No
matter how beantifully equipped onr schools
inay be, if the children have not heaith they
cannot learn.

[Mr. Withers took the Chair.]

MR. RAPHAEL (Vietoria Park) [9.43]:
Better facilities are sorely needed at the
Victoria Park East school, and the parents
and ecitizens’ asgociation is particularly
anxious that something should he done in
the matter. I am thankful to the Minister
for the small expenditure he has incurred
in reclaiming from nature a portion of the
school ground. The sand has to some ex-
tent been covered over, and the work is still
proceeding. This is the largest school in
the metropolitan area, but a big proportion
of the ground is in the same sandy condi-
tion as when God ereated it. Not an inch
of the ground has been bituminised. I have
a letter from a member of the parents and
citizen’s association who is interested in the
Vietoria Park East school. The writer
states that the condition of the school yard
is deplorable, chiefly on wet days, and that
if anything can be done to improve the posi-
tion the parents will be extremely thank-
ful. It is pointed out that the children's
clothes get into a bad state on dry and dusty
days, and in the wet weather, The letter
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also indicafes that nothing has been dome
to the surface of the ground since the writer
has been a member of the association,
namely, 12 vears ago. Al this time has
elapsed since anything has been done to the
original gravel surface of the vard of this
large and important sehool. In the goodness
of his heart the Minister decided to spend
the magnificent sum of £300, but only after
requests had bheen made for eight vears. It
was a fine effort on his part. I took Itim
out to the school on four oceasions and
showed him the conditions that existed. The
Government should not allow school build-
ings to fall into a state of disrepair.
The other day T noticed that the blinds,
which are supposed to proteet the ver-
andah, were torn and tied up with wire.
They were in a terrible condition. T hope
the Minister will do something to rectify this
state of affairs. Perhaps, too, he will give
instructions to the teachers, not only of the
senior portion but the infant section of the
school, that children shall not be taken into
the washing rooms to learn their lessons.
A} present not only in the sehool proper but
also in the infant sehanl, thrauch lack of
accommodation—despite the faet that Min-
isters themselves sit in offices sumptuonsly
furnished—the younger gencration of West-
ern Australia is taught under deplorable
conditions. It should not be necessary to
use hard words, but I noticed so much glee
amongst the Ministers concermed that [
thought I would wipe the smiles off their
faces. It has hecome necessary to drive
home the facts of the case in a way that a
Labour man should not have to adopt with
his own Ministers. However, if necessity
arises I am prepared to adopt that means.
I do not propose to pat the Minister on the
back for establishing a high school at Gerald-
ton.

Mr. Mann: Where do you want it?

Mr. RAPHAEL: I shall explain that a
little later.

Mr. Mann: At the Cruseway?

Mr. RAPHAEL: We on the south side
of the river have a better claim to a high
school than Geraldton has. Three fimes as
many children will attend such a school in
South Perth as will prove fo be the case in
Geraldton. I say South Perth and not Vie-
toria Park, becanse I do not wish to he
parochial. The Education Department has
given consideration to our needs by resum.-
ing certain lands from the City of Perth.
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Some years ago the Perth City Council was
injudicious enough to surrender a large por-
tion of land to the Ciovernment, receiving
in return seme ground on the other side of
Berwiek-street. In that instance the Gov-
evniment came off very well. It is coming
off better now hy resuming for education
purposes portion of the land it originally
exchanged. However, I' will not growl about
that if the south side of the river gets the
school it requires.

In allusion to the plea of the member for
Subiseo (Mrs. Cardell-Oliver} for Govern-
wment assistance towards providing mitk for
schoal children, I desire to ¢uote an article
which appeared in the “West Australian” of
Monday, the 26th September-—the ‘“West
Australian” leing a paper that is never

wrong. The member for Subiaco has ap-
pealed for Government support of the
scheme. Before yielding to that request the

Government should make full investigation
into the question whether the milk provided
by the Free Milk Council is doing the child-
ren of the State much good or is possibly
spreading tubereunlosis among them.  The
article 15 headed, “Milk as a Food,” with
crossheads, “Eradicating disease—Treatment
of dairy herds,” and reads as follows:—

Not everyone is enthusiastic regarding the
use of eow’s milk as a food, according to the
‘“Medical Journal of Australin.'' ‘‘It falls
short, in some respects, of perfect food,’’ the
journal says. ‘‘Its protein is probably not of
the best quality, irom, copper and iocdine are
somewhat deficient, and other constituents do
not appear to he ideally balanced for the needs
of the human body. Certain vitamins are de-
ficient or absent. It has also been urged against
milk that, being so satisfying to the appetite,
it may prevent children from consuming a suf-
ficicuey of other foods. Many people affirm
that milk does not ‘agree’ with them, and to
infants it must be supplied in modified form.
Doubtless civilisation could still survive in the
complete absence of milk. At the same time
cow’s milk constitutes a food of the highest
value to mankind and especially for the
young.*’

Referring to a report issued by the League of
Nations, which examined every aspeet of the
milk problem, the journal said that epidemie
milk-borne diseases had had an amazing imci-
dence. They included scarlet fever, septic sore
throat, diphtheria, typhoid fever, para-typhoid
fever, dysentery and gastro-enteritis, The writ-
ers of the report showed that in Great Britain
in 24 years there were over 100 outbreaks of
epidemic diseases affecting about 12,000 per-
sons. In that period about 150,000 persons
contracted tuberculosis of bovine origin through
the consumption of millk,
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“Tubereulosis of bovise origin” means tuber-
enlosis contraected from cow’s milk,

Of these over 60,000 died. The number in-
tected with undulant fever was not ascertained,
but probably amounted to several thousands.
There was only one means of freeing milk from
‘tuberele bacilli—the eradication of tuberculosis
£rom dairy herds. Veterinary inspection alone
‘was an unreliable method of detecting tuber-
culegis in its early stages, and testing by ani-
mal inoculation was too slow to prevent further
dissemination of the disease. The only satis-
factory way was to submii every aniwal to a
tabereulin test and to remove the reactors.
No herd might be considercd free from tuber-
culosig until all infected animals had been re-
moved and the entire lierds had failed to react
to the tuberculin test for two or three years
ie sucecession, The matier bristled with practi-
cal difficulties, but the problem must be faced.
The cost of the procedure would be vast, hot
would be offset by very great ceonemie gain in
the diminution of ecertnin diseases, with a
resulting incremse in human health and effi-
aiéncy.

. Dealing with diseases other than tuberculosis
the journal quoted the opinion of the framers
of the report that all liquid milk for human
consumption should be adequately pasteurised
or boiled. ‘‘It has been urged against pas-
teurisation that certain vitamins are destroyed
or diminighed in the proecss,’’ it added. ‘¢ Thia
ppinion should carry no weight at all, since
vitamins can be adequately supplied by other
meand. *’

Having read that article one is compelled to
pause and think hefore aceepting what I
may term views derived by the membver for
Subiaco from her unsound judgment of the
quality of the milk supplied by the Free
‘Milk Couneil.

Mrs, Cardell-Oliver: Are you agreeable
that the Free Milk Council should stop sup-
plying milk at your schools?

Mr. RAPHAEL: Definifely I am, if it is
causing trouble.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: With your permis-
ston, we can stop it.

Mr. RAPHAEL: Yon can stop it. You
can please yourself. I do not want you to
supply any milk. As a matter of faet, I
gave my son the money to buy milk, and
when I asked him if he got any, he said,
“No, I don’t like the darned stuff. I bonght
some lollies.”

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: I hope your son is
strong and healthy.

Mr. RAPHAEL: He is not strong and
healthy. He has cost me about £1,000 for
medical attention. I hope the Government
will give consideration to this matier, and
ascertain whether the supply of milk to

[ASSEMBLY.]

school children, through the Iree Milk
Couneil, is of any material benefit, or is
harmful o them.

MR. TONEKIN (North-East Fremantle)
[10.1]: I would like to see some co-opera-
tion hetween the Education Department and
the Employment Department regarding
bush camps. At present the only method
available by which ehildren in those camps
can receive education iz by means of the
correspondence eourses. Parents have not
the facilities to enable them to take advan-
tage of those courses. Tt is practically im-
possible for it to be done. If the Employ-
ment Department endeavoured to fix proper
eamps in connection with counfry jobs,
schools could be established at which chil-
dren would zreceive proper education. Tt
would not involve much organisation or ex-
pense. Previously it was found possible by
the department to provide schools on
wheels, Old railway carriages were utilised,
and they were shifted to sunit the require-
ments of the children. I admit that the
men on country jobs move about fairly fre-
quently. It ought to be possible to estab-
lish centres where school facilities could be
provided. For instance, men may be en-
gaged on constructing 40 miles of road,
which would take quite a eonsiderable
time. Some snmitable spot, prohably
half-way  along the length of the
read, could be chosen, and a ecamp school
established. One c¢ould easily be erected,
and a teacher supplied. While the road was
being constructed, the children would have
an opportunity to secure far more eduecation
than they could derive from correspondence
lessons. The difficulty should not be in-
superable, and T ftrust something will be
done along those lines. I do not know whe-
ther the improvement is general, but in the
Fremantle area new fypes of timber have
been suapplied at the mannal ¢raining
contres. Year after year I have complained
that the timber provided by the department
was unsnitable. The two types made
available formerly were pinus radiata
and jarrah, and as a result of those
difficult timbers being supplied, about
50 per cent. only of the work pre-
scribed was carried out, This year, with
additional timber much more suitable for
the purpose, better and more work will be
done. I trust that improvement is general,



but in any cevent I am very thankful that
such an improvement has been effected in
the l'remantle area. We are entitled to ex-
pect that this year we shall have provided
additional manual training and domestie
science accommodation. We have given up
our claim to the establishment of a district
high school at Fremantle, despite the
fact that some vears ago a definite promise
was made that one would be crected. We
aceept the decision that the next high sehool
is to be erceted at Geraldton, and we believe
that the claim for its provision there is
superior to that which we ean advance, tak-
ing all the facts into consideration. While
being prepaved to forego our elaim for a
high school, we contend we are entitled to
additional manpal training and domestic
science accommodation. Many of our chil-
dren have been denied that training for some
vears. [t is more than five vears sinee I
was actively engaged in the Fdueation De-
paviment, yet numbers of children whom I
taught have been denied that training, and
there has been no alteralion since. Many
children in Standards V. and VI. did not
veepive the tniting iy manea! Damioe and
domestic scienee to which they were entitled,
and, having passed to higher siandards, have
definitely lost that part of their edueation.
That is essentially wronz. The finanecial
position of the State is better now than dur-
ing the preceding five vears, and we are en-
titled to advanee strongly our claims for the
additional accommodation. Reeentily a depa-
tation from wembers representing  Fre-
mantle electorates waited upon the Aeting
AMinister for Fduoeation and placed this mat-
ter before him. He admitied that our c¢laim
was reasonable and promised to do what he
could to have onr request granted. T hope
he has not forgoiten his promize and that he
has reminded the Minister for Fduecation of
our claim. There is one other matter fhat
iz small in itself but means quite a loi to the
Fremantle district. The Cottesloe school is
sitnated on the main Perth-Fremantle road.
Travellers who passed backwards and for-
wards could not help noficing the dilapi-
dated condition into which the fence snr-
rounding the school grounds had fallen. I
am pleased to acknowledge that a very fine
fence has mow bheen erected. and we could
not wish for a better one. We appreciate
what has been done. We also realise that
there are heavy calls upon the publie purse
and, in the circumstances. any work of this
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description that is carried out, we thoroughly
appreciate. L the Minister can see his way
clear to assist ws regarding the provision of
additional nanual training and domestie.
scienee aecommodation, be will find that
Fremantle members will not worry him so
much as they have doune in the past.

MR. NEEDHAM (Perth) [10.9]: For the
past five years [ have taken advantage of
the opportunity anaually when the Educa-
tion Wstimates have heen under considera-
ltion, to direct attention to the necessity for
imercased accommodution at the Perth Tech-
nical College. In addition to that, I have
been instrumental in making vepresentations
to successive Ainisters for BEdueation who
have been in office during that period.
Un cach oceasion I have had an assurance
that the matter was recciving consideration.
I would like the Minister to inform the Com-
mittee what praectical results have fellowed
his promises for increased accommodation.
There is imperative neeessity to provide ad-
ditional accommodation on the Mount’s Bay
Road frontage. The estimated cost of the
buibdue w £30,000 and of the equipment,
ahout £2 004,

The Minister for Edncation:
s, )

Mr. NEEDHAM: If T am wrong, then T
say that o suifable building could not be
ereeted Tor Jess than that amount. 1 would
like the Minister to inform the Committee
what amount was reecived from the Com-
monwealth for the purpose of providing
voulh empioyment, how mueh of it wasg
spent and the nature of the employvinent se-
cured. TF the estimate T quoted for the pro-
posed additional buildings on the Mount's
Bay fronlage of the Technical College is
wrong, I fecl certain the Minister will not
auestion the neecessity for the inereased ae-
commodation. Another suggestion T would
make to lhe Minister is that an additional
storey he added to the St. George’s Terrace
frontage of the building, extending to and
inclnding the very old adjacent bmilding,
If the additional stovey is erected, I under-
stand the eollege could provide accommoda-
tion For elasses for domestic seience, hairdress-’
ing, tailoring, dressmaking and millinery.
As a matter of fact, all the varions classes
would he housed under one roof. That would
he of considerable help to the stodents and
to the principal and his staff. T am led to
helieve that the additional storey will cost

That is nef
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from £100,000 to £150,000. That is a large
sum of money and prohably is not available
Just now; but the Minister could take into
consideration a progressive building plan
extending over three or four years.

" I would like the Minister to give particu-
lars of the alloeation of the money collected
from the public of this State for the Jubilee
Fund for Youth and Motherhood Endow-
ment. The sum of £50,000 was subscribed by
the publie, of which £25,600 was for mother-
hood endowment and £25,000 for youth em-
ployment. The amount alloeated for mother-
hood endowment has heen well spent in the
provision of additional accommodation at
the King Edward Memorial Maternity Hos-
pital.  Of the £25,000 set aside for youth
employment, T understand that about £5,000
has heen expended in vavious ways. A hal-
anee of £20,000 still remains, but the trustees
are faced wilh trouble in trying to allocate
it, so as to ensure that suitable employment
will be found for the yonths to benefit from
the fund. T realise that £25,000 is not a sum
sufficient to solve the problem of youth em-
plovment: but T think the trustees wonld ha
well advised to consider handing over the
balance for the purpose of providing addi-
tional aeccommodation at the Technieal Col-
lege. 1 mention the matier again to-night,
because technical edueation is an important
factor in the training of our youth. The ecol-
lege is doing excellent work. The number of
students i= vearly increasing; and as the
numbers inerease, so the anthorities find fur-
ther diffienlty in providing accommodation
for them. T hope that to-night the Minister
will not tell the Committee the matter is un-
der consideration, but that he will definitely
say certain things will be done to provide
this necessary accommodation at the Techni-
cal College. : -

MR. SAMPSON {Swan) [10.18]: The
Department of Education is doing exeellent
work and is conducted extremelv well. TIn
my electorate, many matters require urgent
attention, but T donbt whether the correet
procedure is to bring forward those needs
now. 1 propose to write to the Minister
regarding the needs of eertain schools in my
electorate. and I suggest he give the same
consideration to my rveanests as he would
do had T voiced them personally dur-
ihg the discussion on the Estimates. T de-
sire to refer to a matter of general interest,
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namely, restrictions at the Technical Ceol-
lege. I have great admiration for both our
senjor and junior technical colleges, whieh
are splendidly condungted; but in my opinion
the restriction of certain classes to trade
apprentices is wrong. I urge that every lad
should have an opportunity to learn what-
ever the State makes it possible for him to
learn. I hope consideration will be given
to liberalising opportunities for our boys to
receive educalion, as | submit that the re-
striction to which 1 have referred is unfair.

MR. NORTH (Claremiont) [10.20): Resi-
dents of Claremont will be pleased that the
Minister has approved of the completion of
the work at the Claremont school grounds.
They are also anxious fo sce the sewerage
work eompleted at the Eric-street school. In
answer to a question the Minister told me
that the matter of storm waler drainage,
levelling and surfacing of school grounds in
the ares was receiving attention.

(e, Sleeman tool: the Chair.]

MR. LEAHY (Hannans) ([1021]: I
should like to refer to the edneation facili-
ties provided on the Eastern Goldflelds.
From a teaching point of view they are ex-
cellent, bui during the bad times many of
the school buildings, fences, ete., fell into a
state of decay. That was at a time when
money was not available to keep them in
good order. As every member knows, the
people of the Eastern Goldfields are very
proud of their young children. Overseas
travellers who have visited the goldficlds
have observed that the children there, physi-
cally and intelleetually, excel those in almost
any other distriet. We have produced some
very fine scholars, including Rhodes scholars
—voung men who have made their mark in
the world. The residents of the goldfields be-
ing so proud of the young children like to see
the school buildings and fenees, as well as
the actual teaching, kept as near as possible
to the highest peak. There are three schools
in my constituency that have fallen into a
state of disrepair. The fences are in very
bad order; some of the vooms are in a bad
state and some of the desks are equally bad.
1 have spoken to the Minister for Education
ahout these matters and he has advised me
that they will be attended to as quickly as
possible.  On behalf of the people of my
constitueney, T thank the Minister for that
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promise and sincerely hope that effect will
be given to it promptly. The education of
the children, not only of the Eastern Gold-
fields but also ¢f any community, is one of
the most urgent matters, and if money can
be made available to inaintain the school
properties in decent order, 1 econsider it
money well spent. Members shounld realise
that children on the Eastern Goldficlds do
not enjoy all the privileges of children in
the coastal areas. The goldfields echildren
hiave not the sea in which to swim in swm-
mer, though they have reasonably good
swonming baths, and they have not other
facilities that are provided for the children
on the coast. If a little more money were
devoted to the Eastern Goldfields, | consider
that the conditions under which the ¢hildren
cxist there would warrant its expenditure.
I thank the Minister and the Government
for what they have done for those children,
and I hope that the North Kalgoorlie, South
Kalgoorlie and South Boulder schools will
receive attention as soon as possible.

MR. CROSS (Canuning) [10.25]: Though
I could submit auite a large number of very
urgent requests, I do not propose to occupy
much time. One matter that I do desire
to impress upon the Minister relates to
the Vietoria Park school. I remind the
Minister that the sewerage mains have been
completed. Recently I inspected the lava-
tories at the school and found them in a
disgraceful condition. I hope the Minister
will make sufficient funds available to per-
mit of the deep sewerage being installed
there. Because of the topographical posi-
tion of the school, that matter should be
attended fo immediately. I need only re-
mind the Minister that a few year: ago,
when there was an outbreak of diphtheria,
quite a large number of children attending
the school were infected, and we do not want
a recurrence of the trouble, That outbreak
played a big part in the agitation for the
extension of the sewerage system on the
south side of the river. Wherever sewer-
age facilities are available, particularly in
the larger metropolitan schools, they should
be installed. I hope the Minister will take
the necessary steps in the interests of the
health of the children.

ME. SEWARD (Pingelly) [1027]: I
should like to pay a fribute to the Diree-
tor and staff of the Education Department.
While I recognise that the Director does
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not always give me what I ask for, he has
granted my requesis wherever possible. 1
know that he is limited by the funds at
his disposal and cannot give me everything
I desire, but from him and from the mem-
bers of the staff I bave always received
eourtesy, and it has always been a pleasure
to interview them. After hearing the Min-
ister’s speech, I coneluded that he had sue-
cecded, beyond my expeetations, in satis-
factorily apportioning the amount of money
at his disposal between the country and the
city, but after listening to various speeches
on the Fstimates I am inclined to believe
that he might revise the allocation. If he
ean afford to spend £300 on the gravelling
of a school yard, I should like to inform
him that there is much more important work
in the country to which the money could
be devoted. So far the people associated
with the schools in my electorate have not
asked me to request that any school
vard be gravelled. 1T am afraid that if
they made such a request, they would re-
ceive a direet refusal. A small work of that
kind might reasonably be left for the local
poople to attond to. I thatl sum i3 avail
able, therc is a erying need that I have
voiced on many occasions—and probably
will voiee again on another Bill before the
House—for extensions to the School of
Agrieniture at Narrogin. As the Minister
well knows, 30 or 40 per cent. of the appli-
cants for admission to that school have to
be turned down each vear owing to the tack
of accommodation. While we are looking
to the msing generation to engage in secon-
dary industries, it is only right that an
opportunity should be made available to
eountry hoys to attain proficieney in the
seience of agriculture, so that they will be
the hetter fitted to follow farming activi-
ties. Recently the Minister for Employ-
ment stated that a sum of £2,500 had been
made available to the school out of the
Jubilee Fund, I believe. but that was spent
on the provision of a dining room. It did
not increase the accommodation of the
school. While I recognise the need for a
proper dining room, some amount from the
Jubilee Fund might well be allotted
to the Narrogin sechool to inerease
the aeceommodation so that it could
take alf the pupils offering. With the
member for Perth I join in heping
that more money will be made available
for this purpose. I have no reason to voice
small complaints to-night, but there is one
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direction in which an adjustment should
ba made. The school inspeetor who visits
my electorate has decided to live in Perth. I
am not infringing on the rights of my col-
league when I refer to this matter and fo
the school at Narrogin, because the inspector
has also jurisdiction over the whole of my
electorate, The present inspector, as I say,
is living in Perth. I may desire to inter-
view him ahout various matters, but when
I am in Perth he is in his distriet, and when
I return to my electorate he has returned
to Perth. That is not right. My ohjection
wonld not be so great if he had not at his
disposal the facilities of an np-to-date fown,
No inspector could objeet to living in Nar-
rogin. When a man is appointed to a posi-
tion it is right that he should live eclose to
his work. If this officer is not prepared to
live in Narregin his position should be
offered to someonc else who will live there.
I know of no ofher inspector who lives out
of his distriet, The request that he shonld
be told to reside in Narrogin is a reason-
able one.

My, Cross: T hope the Minisier will not
take that seriously.

Mr. SEWARD: Will the Minister in his
reply tell us the reason for the increase of
£4,000 in the amount allotfed to the Teach-
ers’ College? I presume some speeial aeti-
vities are contemplated there,

MR. PATRICK (Greenough} [10.33]: I
have always found the officers of the depart-
ment very svmpathetiec, and limited in
what thev do only by the funds available to
them, When speaking last night, the Minis-
ter referred to assisted schools. T know a
pastoralist in a small way who has six chil-
dren, and he made a request for an assisted
sechool. The request was refused on  the
ground that the children all belonged to the
one family. He was told that if he counld
get a child from outside to go in with his
own children he would get the assistance he
required. Unfortunately, he lives a long
way from any other seftler, and he could
net make this arrangement except by get-
fing a child from some town to live with
kis own children. A regulation such as that
is not fair. The depariment should not be
ahle to say to a man with perhaps fen chil-
dren that he can receive no assistance bhe-
canse they all belong to the one family. The
principle is wrong. I congratulate the de-
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pariment on the effort it 1s making with ve-
gard to consolidated schools. Not all the
applications have been suceessful. I re-
ceived a letter from a lady recently, who
said her children had to ride or drive 9%
miles to school. She applied for a bus ser-
vice. She has declared that if she does not
get it she will write one letter a week io
every member of Pavliament, to the Wheat-
growers’ Union, the Primary Producers’
Association, and the Country Women’s
Association. T am afraid she has a big
task ahead of her. Perhaps it will be pos-
sible, for the sake of peace and quietness,
to extend the required service to that par-
tienlar district. T congratulate the Minister
an the erection of a high school at Gerald-
ton. Such an establishment was long over-
due.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [10.35]}:
After the Minister has waved his magie
wand and found he has a surplus in the

coffers of the Education Department,
I plead with him to give immediate
attention to the school at Wiluna.

MR. BEGNEY (Middle Swan) [10.36]:
The need for a high school in the Fremantle
district, and in the South Perth and Vietoria
Park districts has been stressed. Someone
suggested that possibly the Geraldion dis-
trict had received consideration gzhead of
some other loeality. As the Minister knows,
a high school is needed to serve the Midland
Junction and Guildford distriets. The
suburh is growing, and for some time past
consideration has heen given to the question
of .seeuring a site for the required establish-
ment.

"Mr. Doney: And another at Bassendean
and Maylands.

Mr. HEGNEY: T am making this speech.
The entive distriet from DBassendean to
Greenmount, and towards Belmont, has been
scoured in the hope of finding a reasonably
zood site, but no definite place has yet been
decided upon. The time has arrived when a
site should be secured and the erection of a.
high school taken seriously into considera-
tion. The Minister is doing good work in
distributing the money placed at his dis-
posal. He is called upon to supply the
needs of schools, not only in the metropoli-
tan area. but in the country districts and on
the goldfields. The task of adjudieating be-
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tween all these schools is a difficult one.
Only recently I brought to the notice of the
director, Mr. Hadley, the need for improv-
ing some of the schoo] grounds. In the ab-
sence of the Minister he paid a visit with
me to eight schools in the varions distriets
during the winter. One fact stood out,
namely, that in years gone by nearly all the
school sites were secured on low-lying
ground. Many of our difficulties with re-
speef to playing grounds are due to that
fact. Year after year we have urged the
department to provide gravel and other
filling-in material for the improvement of
these grounds. I know the resources of the
Minister are limited. If he had an addi-
tional quarter-of a million pounds he could
spend it all in improving the condition of
onr schools. TUnder present condifions he
obtains a good deal of relief through not
having to provide so many class rooms.
Convent sehools are going vp in and around
the metropolitan area and in country dis-
triets, and ave velieving the department of
the necessity for so much building activity.
In connection with the Bayswater school and
cently given, because many children left the
Government schools and went to the adja-
cent convent schools. If the Education De-
partment had been called upon to provide
all those facilities, ifs position would be
worse than it is {o-day. The Minister is
trying to do the right thing for all the
schools within his control. Throughout the
metropolitan area sehaols are inereasing in
numhber, and there is continual need for ad-
ditional eclassrooms. This applies partien-
larly in my electorate. The Education Vote
is possibly one of the most important we
have to deal with, beeanse the education of
the young has a direct bearing upon the
future citizens of the State. If the educa-
fion we are giving to our children is not
adequate, future gencrations will saffer.
The schools must be supplied with proper
facilities and up-to-date equipment necessary

for modern education. The department
shonld have more meney placed at its
disposal than iz given to it to-day.

After making interest payments on our debis
the Treasurer passes ont money for other de-
partments, and as a consequence the vote for
Education is not commensurate with its im-
portance. I am pleased that from year to
year the Minister has been able to induce
the Treasurer to increase the vote, and thus
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allow some of the problems to be dealt with.
For a good many vears I have harped herve
on the need for a playground at the Bays-
water State school. I hope this is the last
time the matter will have to be ventilated.
The 500 children attending that school
should have a reasonable plaving area.

As regards the milk problem I do not
agree with the propositions enunciated by
the member for Vietoria Park (Mr.
Raphael}. His reasoning is not altogether
sound. Milk is undoubtedly a food highly
beneficial to ehildren; at all events, most of
the authorities of to-day hold that opinion.
The first food a new-born baby takes is milk
—the mother’s milk to begin with, and if
that is insufficicnt the medical man con-
cerned turns to cows’ milk or goats’ milk.

Hon. C. G. Latham: The mother’s milk is
not often examined.

Mr. HEGNEY : Tests have been made where
clinies exist. If the mother's milk is found
insuflictently nutritive, the doctor puts the
baby on cow’s milk. [t has been suggested
that the Education Department shonld make
milk available to school childven. When I
approached the Minister for Health on the
subject, he referred me to “the proper auth-
ority.” T have heen wondeving which is the
proper anthority. When I disenssed it with:
the Minister for Employment, that genile-
man said he had no funds from which he
could furnish money for the supply of milk,
The Minister for Education, has no item on
his Estimates for that purpose. Undounbtedly
milk is necessary for infant life, especially
for those children whose parents have
inadequate ineomes. I do not know
from what source the money may come. The
Government contends that it has no funds
for the purpose, and there the matter ends.

I congratulate the Minister for Edueation
on his methods of administration. He is a
most eflicient and most capable administrator
of the department. He does his hest in
every respect. He is not one to tell vow
that he will do a thing, if he cannot do it.
If he promises to do it, he will do it. I
would mueh sooner have a Minister who acts
in that way than one who, to use an Austra-
lianism, “kids you up a treat” 1 hope the
present Minister for Education will hold the
portfolio for many years, that his vote will
be inereased, and that with a larger voie
he will do even better than he has done
so far.
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THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
{Hon. F. J. 8. Wise—Gascoyne—in reply)
[10.46]: 1 think it necessary to mzke my
position elear. I eommend the member for
Murchison (Mr, Marshall) on the brevity
and reasonableness of his requests.

Hon. C. G. Latham: T think you “worded”
the hon. member heforehand,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: 1
desire to explain clearly that many of the
requests made do not centre around any
authority of mine to make good the wishes
of the members in question. For example,
there are matters relating to sewerage and
gravel. I do interest myself in, and press
hard for the carryving-out of, certain works;
bui they unfortunately do not eome within
the seope of my Vote. I ean say with con-
siderable satisfaction that there has heen
much progress in the provision of facilities
within the last year or two:; but T assure
members that they oceasion the Minister for
Edueation a great deal of worry in pressing
for factlities which he knows to be necessary
for the hetter conduct of schools, when he
does not control expenditure in that connce-
tion. However, considernble progress has
been made, and a lot of money has been
spent, even on sewerage. The one project
referred to by the memher for Claremont
{Mr. North), with others, will be completed
this vear.

An excellent suggestion was made by the
member for Swan (Mr. Sampson), that
thongh on the Estimates there is a privilegn
and a need for memhers to air their griev-
anees against departments, by far the hetter
eourse, if practicable, is to send letters,
especially in relation ito urgent matters.
Althongh the occasions are rare, vet they
exist when members make complaints in the
Chamber without the Minister having had
the opportunity to attend to those com-
plaints. The hon. member I have in mind is
not present in the Chamber, and it would he
unfair to mention his name. However, such
complaints are not rare.

For the bhenefit of the member for Perth
(Mr. Needham) I mention that I have no
control over, nor have I had anything to do
with, moneys from the Jubilee Fund or
Commonwealth monevs. They have never
eome under my jurisdietion; but I have en-
deavoured, on hehalf of the Education De-
partment and its facilities. to obtain funds
from those sourees, and my applications are
teceiving favourable consideration. With
regard to technical edueation, for which
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the hon. member is sweh an enthusiast,
it surely is satisfactory to him that the
plan of which I have spoken, for the con-
struction of two storeys as a start on the
Bazaar-terrace fronf, represents merely
the beginning of & nine-storey building
which will cover a great portion of the
site now devoted to technieal elasses.
The suggestion that another storey shounld be
added to the St. George’s Terrace frontage
is not practicable. That possibility has been
examined, but was rejected by the Principal
Architect, whose advice must guide the Gov-
ernment. The foundations are now heing
lested for a structure that will cost approxi-
mately £25,000, not £12,000 as was sug-
gested, and it is hoped there will be an op-
portunity, even during the current financial
yeay, to start another building where the car-
pentry room is now sitnated, to cater for
domestic seienee requirements. The complete
plans are now approved and we hope that
there will he progressive development until
we  attain full aceomplishment of our
objective.
Mr. Needham: Hear, hear.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
The question of free milk for school children
is one to which the member for Subiaco
{(Mrs. Cardell-Oliver) has earnestly devoted
herself, with the obhjeet of avousing en-
thusiasm both in and ountside the metropoli-
tan area. While there may be something in
the contentions of the member for Vietoria
Park (Mr. Raphael), it has been suggested
that milk is most desirable for under-
nourished children. We must remember that
the same elaim has heen advanced for many
other foodstuffs. As T promised the hon.
member recently, I am having the whole mat-
ter investigated, not only from the point of
viow of supplving milk fo children in the
city, but, if. found feasible, of extending any
such scheme to country centres. I also have
in view the necessity to clearly set out just
where the responsibilities of the Governoment
bagin and end in such a matter. While it is
true that the Fdueation Vote makes no provi-
sion for the supply of milk to school child-
ren—incidentally I do not mind if T am in-
truding npen the work of another Minister
—TI am having the matter fully investigated
with a view to arriving at a solution, if it be
a (Government responsibility. Any financial
assistance made available for that purpose
will naturally have to be provided by the
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Treasury. While it is satisfactory to receive
commendation regarding the work of the de-
partment, hoth as vegards teachers and
staff, I would explain for the henefit

of the member for Pingelly (Mr. Sew-
ard}, who queried the additional vote
of over £4,000 for the Teachers’ Col-

lege, that we are providing extra courses
for 36 new students from July to June and
increasing the number who will take the new
course starting in February. Additional lec.
turers have been appointed, and we are en-
deavonring to make up for the lag in past
vears, which accounted for the shortage in
teachers.

Vote put and passed.
Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.55 p.m.

Tegislative Qouncil,
Tuesday. 4th October, 1938,

Questlon : Auslrallan Workers' Union, registration
undet Arbitration Act 1185
Rllls : Lights (Noavigation Prmcctlon), “an. 1185
State Government Tnsurance Office, 2R. 1185
Health Act Amendment, personal explnnntlun 1188
Alsatlan Dog Act Amemlment, 2R,, Con. rcporr, 1188
Falr Rents, 2r, . 1188
Industrial Arbitration Act .-\mem]ment ‘Bp. 1191
. Adjouroment, specinl . 1192

The PRESIDEXNT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m. and read prayers,

QUESTION—AUSTRALIAN WORKERS'’
UNION.

Registration under Industrinl Arbitration
et

Hon. H, SEDDOXN asked the Chief Seere-
tary: 1, On how many occasions has the Aus-
tralian Workers’ Union applied for registra-
tion as a union under the Arbitration Aet?
2, What other unions—if any—lodgzed objee-
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tions to such registration? 3, On what
grounds were objections lodged?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: I
have a statement that answers all the gues-
tions of the hon. member. This statement I

will lay on the Table of the House.

BILL—LIGHTS (NAVIGATION
PROTECTION).

Read a third time and transmitied to the
Assembly.

BILL—STATE GOVERNMENT
INSURANCE OFTICE.

Second Reading.

Tebate resumed from the 20th September.
HON. A, THOMSON (South-East)
[4.35] : The Honorary Minister said this Bill
was hrought down in accordance with the
findings of the select committee that sat last
vear. I have ecarefully perused the report.
A statement has frequently been made in
this House that the companies point blank
refused to make any offer for ihe insurance
of men who eame under the Miners’ Phthisis
Act. Be that as it may, they were justified
in asking for information that the Govern-
ment apparently did not possess. The Gov-
ernment really took a long shot in the dark.
I will not 2o into all the pros and cons deal-
ing with the evidence that was submitted to
the seleet committee. In reply to a question
I asked T iearned that over £600,000 had been
contributed by the Government to the de-
pendants of those who suffered from miners?
diseases. [ have consistently voted against
legislation of this nature as it has come be-
Fore us year afler year, but on this oceasion
1 may surprise members hy giving this Bill
my support. In the interests of what I may
term soctal service, an undertaking of this
nature shounld be within the control of the
Government.

The Workers' Compensation Aet was in-
tended to operate compulsorily in the case of
all those who would be likely to ¢ome under
its provisions. Those employers who are
able to pay will no doubt have relieved them-
selves of responsibility for aceident or death
by insuring their employees. Another section
of the community is willing to take the risk.
When accident occurs, the dependants suffer



